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On motion of Br. Scotty the Declaration offered ‘Brown, 


ay 


WHEREAS, The Methodist Protestant. Church, by her 
tionJin the city,ot Baltimore, Nov., 1830, ‘in’, her; 234; Article. of, Relision, did 
stand firmly boundiin her allegiance to ‘ithe: President, the Congress, the Geie-, 
rakeAssemblies, the Governors, and Councils of: State as the delegates of: the 
people,” and did. avow these, rulers, of the United: States vof. America, 
according to, the division of, power made them..by, the Constitution,of. the, 
United States;and the Constitutions of their: respective States... Andi thatthe 
said States are a sovereign and independent nations and. onght. not to be in. ub, 
Wuereas, The States of South Carolina, } North. Carolinas, Georgia,.Alabama;, 
“Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee, Arkansas and the. engtern, 
part of. Virginia, including. the M,.P, Church, in those: States, did vYenounce 
their allegiance to.the United States, and in, rebellion Against 
the Government of our country. And 
The position assumed by: the. M. P. Church: inthe rebel States 
_ sforenamed, in repudiating the 23d Article.of our religion, and taking part in, 
the rebellion, must be considered in the light,of #revolt from the M. P;: Church. 
“inethe free States, still maintaining her allegiance, as aforesaid, to the consti- 
. tuted authorities of the United States,  [t follows, therefor , that in the call, 
of a Convention to reins the General Copference, for other purpo- a 
ses, the M. P. Churches in the West and North were absolved from all obli-- 
ation to ask the official concurrence of the Methouist , 
in the. States aforesaid, now involved in the double, si 
lion, and are. left. entirely the, act of Suspension adopted 
Springfield, Ohio, in 1858. 
Conferences in the free States now strictly loyal to tae. rGoveranion of o 
country, according to the 23d Article of our ieligign, haveymnised in, the cal 
ofa General Convention, the leading pur one of w wh ich i to reinstate, the Gen- 
eral Conference. Therefore, be it 
Resolved, on this 12th day of November, 1862, i in the of: Ohio, 
That the General Corference of the Method'st Protestant’ ‘Church, by action. | 
of the aforesaid Convention, be, and the’ same’ is: ‘hereby restored’ to’ its” fall 
original authority under the Constitution of. M. P. Chareh. 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


Non-Episoopal Methodist Convention, 


‘HELD IN CINCINNATI, 0.51 MAY 1866. 


a> 


FIRST DAY. 


WEDNESDAY, May 9, 


THE Representatives and of non-Episcopal Meth- 
odist Churches and Conferences, elected as provided for by 
the action of the Convention held at Cleveland, Ohio, June 
- 2I—23, 1865, met in Convention in Union Chapel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, May 9, 1866, the call thereto having been regularly 
issued and published as directed by said Cleveland Conven- 
tion, and concurred in by the bodies represented. _ 

At the hour of 934 A. M., Rey. D. B. Dorsey, of the West 
Virginia Conference, M. P. Church, arose in the assembly and 
publicly announced that it was believed that the hour of open- 
ing the business of the Convention had arrived, and moved 
that Rev. Z. Ragan, of Muskingum Conference, M. P. Church, 
be appointed Chairman, pro tem. The motion was adopted. 

The Chairman briefly addressed the meeting on the object 
for which the Convention had assembled, and counselled the 
prevalence of the spirit of love in the deliberations of the 
body. After which he conducted religious services, reading 
the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians, and singing wre verses 
of a hymn, and leading in prayer. 

After the opening above reported, Rev. John Miliowney, 
of the Michigan Conference of Wesleyan Methodist Connec- 
tion, was appointed Secretary pro tem., and Rev. H. Stack- 
house, of the Methodist. Protestant Church, Assistant Secre- 
tary. 
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Rev. Dr. Dorsey ‘moved the appointment of a committee of 
five on Credentials, Elections, ete. Adopted. 
On motion, the subject of announcing the — Commit- 
tee was laid on the table. ene 
It was ordered by vote, that the credentials of members of 
the Convention be reported to the Secretaries for examination 
and the entry of names. It was farther ordered that the Ses- 
sion close at 1114 A. M.,and openat2 P.M. . 
Pending the preparation of the Roll of Membership, the 
Convention adj ourned, with prayer. — 


Afternoon Session. 


The afternoon session was opened with prayer by Rev. H. 
B. Knight, of Cleveland, Ohio. 
On motion, 2 Committee of four was ordered on religious 
exercises and on the supply of the pulpits, asking ministerial 
_ aid from the Convention. Revs. A. Clark, J. J. White, J. D. 
Herr and M. P. Gaddis, were appointed. : 
The roll of the Convention was reported by the Secretaries 
as prepared from credentials placed in their hands, and & a re- 
_ port made that two papers reporting | the election of one 
‘ministerial and one lay delegate from the First M. P. Church. 
of Allegheny City, were not received, and were reported to 
the Convention foritsaction. 
Rey. C. Springer moved that the report of the Secretaries 
on the Roll of the Convention be approved. Adopted. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT onunon. 
West Virginia District. 


Grorce Nestor,*— KIRKPATRICK,* 

E. MATHERS, = A 

‘W. W. Stanbury.* Cocunan.* a 
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D. BAGLEY.* 


7 


North lowa District. 
J. DALBEY,* §. Paxson,* 


J. J. WATSON. ICHOLAS ROSENBERGER. 


Missourt District. 
J. C. Nopurrt. G. HENDRICKS. 
Ni orth Missouri District. 
G. WILLIAMS. GE CLEM*, 
Nebraska District. 


W. 8. Horn. Br. CHgonot.* 


“Oregon District. 


WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION. 


New Yor District. | 

S. A. BAKER. 
Rochester District. 

T. W. REap. J. Roazrs,* 

District. 

STRATTON. 
Allegheny District. 

S.ALBERTSON,*  G. Srewart, 
S. KINNEY. | ALC. BEARDSLEY.* 


Central Ohio District. 
G. N. W. Hopges, 


oF 


H. B. KNIGHT. | M. PHILLIPS. 


Michigan District. 

Haw tey, REep, 

A. W. CurtIs,* A. Backus, 
JoHN McELpowney, QO. C. STREETER.* 
L. 
Indiana Distreet. 

E. Coats, STARBUCK, 
S. BassErt, _ Harvey.* 
S. FoRREY. 
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Cincinnati, O., May 9, 1866. 
At the Cincinnati Preachers’ Meeting, Methodist Epis. Church, 
Monday morning, May 7, 1866, the following resolution, offered by 
Dr. Wiley, wasunanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That we extend a cordial greeting to the representa- 
tives of the various branches of non- 2 erga Methodism about 
to assemble in thig-city, and earnestly hope their Convention may 
tend to harmony and unity among the families of Methodism, and 
trust it may prove to be an initiatory movement toward the unity | 


of all branches of the Methodism of our country. 
A. BREWSTER, Sec’y.’ 8. D. Clayton, Pres’t. 


The following resolution was presented and adopted: 
Resolved, That we reciprocate the cordial greeting extended to 
us by the Cincinnati Preachers’ Meeting, through their President, ’ 
Rev. 8. D. Clayton, and we request him to assure these brethren 
that in our hearts we repeat. the Savior’s prayer on behalf of all 
which shall believe on him—*“ that they all may be one,”—and, that 
we recognize the interchange of these words of Christian saluta- 
tion, by them initiated, as directly tending to thisdesired end. __ 
The name of Rev. M. P. Gaddis, of the M. P. Church, was 
reported and ordered to beenrolled. | | 
Rev. M. P. Gaddis moved the appointment of a commit- 
tee of five to report permanent officers—adopted; and J. D. 
Herr, G. W. Bainum, A. M. Searles, M. B. Wilsey and D. B. 
On motion, it was ordered that the committee have leave to | 
The following paper was offered by Dr. Dorsey, with re- 
quest that it be laid on the table. It was, on motion, received, 
andso laid onthe table. 
__ Resolved, 1. That, although the action of this Convention will 
_ be subject to ratification or rejection by the several bodies herein 
-Yrepresented, yet the Convention is authorized and expected to form 
an organic law and a discipline for the government of a new 
church organization embracing such bodies as shall adopt them. 

_ _ftesolved, 2. That in order to form such organic law and dis- 
cipline, the Convention must deal with fundamental principles of 
government as well as with subordinate details of polity. | | 
ftesolved, 3. That to do otherwise would be to ignore, as useless 
and impertinent, the great lessons of experience taught by the 
history of the several churches represented in the Convention; and 
to exhibit an inadequate appreciation of the opportunity which 
the circumstances of American Methodism now afford, to give new 

_ dignity and influence to the cause of Lay Representation. ‘ 
ttesolved, 4. That it would be alike unwise and impolitic—ef- 
fective of no real good and productive of dissension—to attempt 


to adopt the written forms of law hitherto governing any one of 
the bodies here represented, or to make an effort to construct a 
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Miami District. 


S.B.SmiTH, JoHn GRANT, 

R. BRANDRIFF. © J. PARRISH. 

‘Iowa District. 

R. BAKER, J. M. KENT,* 

D. P. GEORGE J OHNSON. 


INDEPENDENT OHUEROHES. 
Union Chapel, Cincinnati. 
C. M. SEARLEs. 
Onion Chapel, Livonia, Michigan. 
M. WILEY. 
Union Mi. Vernon, Ohio. 
THompson, M. D. 

BIBBIN. 


The Committee on Credentials jidered at the morning ses- 
sion was filled by nomination and election of the following 
names: Revs.J. M. Flood, James Robison, G. W. Bainum, M. 
B. Wilsey, and Dr. Thompson. — 


Br. G. Williams moved the reference of the papers contain- 
ing the credentials reporting names from the First Methodist 
Protestant Church, Allegheny City, to the committee on cre- 
dentials. Adopted, 

The names of the following persons were offered a as honor- | 
ary members, who were elected and their names entered : 
Rev. L. C. Matlack, Rev. J. W. Chaffin, Rev. L. R. Roy, and 
Kev. B. Tienaston of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection ; 
_ Rev. Dr. Wiley, Rev. Dr. Weakley and Rey. Dr. Reed from 

the M. E. Church; Revs. J. McFarland and J. M. Mayall 
from the M. P, Church ; Rev. Dr. Mahan of the Congregational 
‘Church. The name of Edward Moore, one of the oldest lay- 
Imen of the M. P. Church, from Pittsburgh, was offered, and 
he received as an honorary member. Revs. N. Summerville 
and Grayson, of the Christian Church, were invited to hon- ; 
orary seats. 


The following communication. was received and read to 
the Convention, and ordered to be filed : 


o 
. 
° 
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The names of Dr. W. M. P. Guteine and Rev. R. Wright, of 
South Illinois Conference, M. P. Church, were read as dele- 
gates to the Convention, and ordered enrolled. 


A recess of ten minutes was taken. On resuming business 
a devotional service was held; prayer by Rev. J. S. Thrap, 
and Prof. I. W. McKeever, of Adrian College. 

A communication from the Champlain Conference of the W. 
M. Connection was received, and on motion of Rev. A. N. 
Hamlin, was read and ordered to be filed. 
journed with prayer by (Gr. W. Bainum. 


LETTER FROM CHAMPLAIN CONFERENCE, W. M. CONNECTION. _ 


To the Conventiou of non- Episcopal Methodist Bodies to Assemble in 
Cincinnati, O., on the Second Wednesday of May, 1866. 


The Champlain Conference of the W. M. Connection of America, 
wish grace, mercy and peace, from God the Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Beloved brethren, the fact of our addressing 
you by letter, instead of sending a delegation to your venerable 
body, let us assure you, is not from any want of interest in the 
praiseworthy object for which you are assembled; but on account 
of our extreme remoteness from the seat of your deliberations. — 
You will, therefore, permit us, dear brethren, in this way,.to lay 
before you the following brief summary of our views of duty and — 
purpose, touching the union of the non-Episcopal Methodists of 
this country ; the object for which you are now assembled. 
This, as an objéct, we, on many accounts, regard as very desira- 
ble; if it can be consummated in a manner that will render it re- 
ligiously wise, and charch-wise, 6A union of hearts and a union 
ofhands.” 
The basis proposed by the Cleveland Conveution, as the nla. 
form upon which the. parties should unite, we can most cheerfully 
_ and heartily endorse, in the light of our understanding of true im-— 
port of the terms employed in the statement of the same. 

But how you may define, or interpret the words, “New Testa- 
ment principles” in their application to those unsettled questions 
which oppose the only conceivable obstacles to the prope union, 
we know not. 

The most important of these, are, First, An absolute local church 
independency, as opposed toa central judiciary power in the body. 
And the Second is, secret oath-bound societies. 

As respects the first, our sentiment, as expressed in our Discipline, 
remains unchanged. See discipline, Section 1, Paragraph 8. Nev- 
ertheless, while we have a preference for our present form of 
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Constitution and Discipline by en and harmonizing all 
those whose claims might be urged, on account of personal or de- 
nominational preferences. 


The Committee on permanent « organization reported as fol- 
fows; which was adopted : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 


For President—REv. 8. A. pg i of New York. 

For Vice Presidents—Dr. J. Scott, Rev. P. T. Latsutey, 
Dr. L. Lex, Dr. C. REv. C. Moorz. 

For Secretaries—Revs. J. McELpowneEy, G. B. MeExnor. 


The Committee on Pulpit Services, reported, appointing 
Rev. H. B. Knight to preach at Sixth street M. P. Church, 
Rev. G.W. Bainum to preach at Union ignite and ani J. it 
Hamilton at George street M. P. Church. 

It was moved by Rev. Dr. Kost thatthe leader in the Wes- 


tern Christian Advocate of April 25, as pertaining to the Con- 


vention, be read. Amendment by another member of the 
Convention, to add reading of the leader of , Western Metho- 
dist Protestant of May 9. Both were adopted and the arti- 
cles referred to read. 


On motion of Rev. M. P. Gaddis, the hours of rieoting were 


“fixed at 9A. M., and 2 P. My and adjournment at 12 and 5 


o'clock. 


Revs. Clark and Herr were ‘iit a committee to fix 
the bdr of the Convention. Committee made a verbal report, 
which was adopted. - 

Rey. A, N. Hamlin offered the following resolution : : 


Resolved, That, if we are convinced that the obj ect for which this 
Convention was called, shall be for the glory of God, notwith- 
standing our former prejudices and predilections, we pledge to 
each other our hearty co-operation, to secure such a result. 

On motion of Rev. C. Gray, it was ordered to strike out 


the words “if we are,” and insert “ ‘ being.” ‘The n motion was 
so amended, and adopted. 


Rev. J. McEldowney moved the of a commit-— 
tee of five, to nominate a committee to prepare a Basis of 
Union. Adopted. Rev. C. Gray, Rev. 8. B. Smith, Rev. C. 
Moore, Rev. E. Bibbin, and Mr. D. McFarland, were ap- 


pointed. -The names of Mr. Henry Cassel, Dr. Laishley and 
Mr. T. J. Finch, were added. for na 
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The following credentials were offered, and the names or- 
jered to be enrolled: Revs. W. C. Clark, J. J. Smith, A. H. 
Bassett, T. T. Heiss, H. Watson I. Thrap, A. Abbott, C. Prin- 
die, and L. A. Stratton; Messrs. D. D. Day, John L. Watson, 
F. Scott, S. Moore, Wm. Cottingham and C. C. Creamer. 
~The Committee on election of delegates from the First M. 
P: Church of Allegheny City, submitted, that Wm. Miller as 
lay delegate alternate is entitled to a seat; that Rev. V. Lucas 
jg not so entitled, as the church so elécting 1 is represented in 
the Pittsburgh Conference, M. P. Church. Adopted. 


Rev. V. Lucas, of Allegheny ol A was invited, te vote, to 


honorary membership. 
The following were elected. houerany members, and in- 
vited to seats within the bar: Rev. 8. P. Rice, of Adrian, 


Mich.; Prof. I. W. McKeever, of Adrian College, Mich. ; Rev. 


‘L. Smith, Rev. P. F. Johnson, Mr. E. A. Flint, Rev. Wm. B 


Evans, Mr. A. Edwards, Rev. O. R. Carlton, Mr. Grierson, 


Rev. T. Finkbine, Mr. S. Lume, Rev. 8. Rev. J. 
Stamper and Rev. J. M. Adams. 


COMMITTEE ON BASIS OF UNION. 


The - Committee on nomination of committee to draft a 
Basis of Union, reported: 


The committee appointed to nominate a committee on Basis of 
Union, do respectfully the of the follow- 
ing named brethren ; : 


Revs. George Brown, D. D. L. D. D.. 0: Prindle, 


D.D., J.S. Thrap, D. B. Dorsey, H. B, Knight, 8. B. Smith, R. 
Rose, G. W. Bainum, J. Burns, $8. M. Short, G. G. Westfall. 


‘Messrs. E. R. Hall, A. M. Searles, A. Backus, J. W. Bush, E. Star- 


buck, H. Cassell, M. 
C. Gray, Ch n. 


Pending the wiandion on motion of Rev. J. B. Walker, it 


was resolved, that the presentation of a report to the Con- 


vention, shall be considered its acceptance.. | 

On motion, the Committee on Basis of Union was enlarged, 
by the addition of four laymen, thus equalizing the number 
of ministerial and lay members; viz: George Johnson, W. 


W. McCaslin, G. Hendricks and John Redman, and the re- 


port thus amended, was adopted. 
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church polity, we will not make any modifications which do not 
materially disturb the existing partition of powers and respongj- 
bility between our local churches and our Annual and General 
Conferences, a bar to union. 

Not proposing to discuss the second question or the relation --.. 
sustains to the subject under consideration, we would kindly say 
that, in the light of the discussion which. has already taken place, . 
we fail to discover that our position, as found in the twenty-first sec- 
tion of our Discipline, is a higher standard than the teachings of 
the Holy Scriptures warrant. Hence, | it is obvious to us, that any 
action on our part, with a view to the proposed union, on any basis 
which fails to secure a like safe-guard, would have the effect to 
destroy the precious unity which exists among ourselves, as well 
as fail to secure the grand object for which the movement was in- 
augurated; viz: the union of all, and the separation of none. 
Beloved brethren, should you be so guided in your deliberations, 
and in your final action, as to make it practicable for us to be a,» 
party to the union, and keep a good conscience in the light of the 
foregoing statements, we will cheerfully forego anything which is 
a question of mere preference or privilege; for the love we bear you 
and the desire we have to be one with you, and the hoped. for 
greater achievements in the moral in the 
world to Christ. 

May the great Head of the Church bless and. giilile you j in all 
your deliberations. And now, may grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you rig serene through the knowledge of God and of J esus 
our Lord. 

Signed in behalf of the Conference. 


E. J OHNSON, Pres’t. 
T. H. TIENASTON, Sec’y. 


Stockholm, May 28, 1866. 


SECOND DAY. 


THURSDAY, May 10, 1866. . 


Convention met and was opened with religious oll 
conducted by Rev. Dr. Scott. The roll was called, and the 
Minutes of the previous session were read and approved. — 
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mite to the advancement and spread of the light of Christianity 

under aunion of its sacred and holy principles, it will afford wid. 
pleasure to accommodate, say ten members of the Convention du- 
ring their session in this city, as an earnest of ma ae in the 
cause of their assemblage. 


Very your ob't servant, 


NATHAN Wear, 
: Proprietor Metropolitan Hotel. 


A vote of thanks was s tendered to Mr. Nathan Weare, pro- 
prietor of the Metropolitan Hotel, for kindness in tendering 
hospitality to members of the Convention. 

The Committee on religious services reported appointments 
‘for evening services. 

On motion of Rev. J. B. Walker, it was resolved, that 
some time be devoted to a love-feast. The following brethren 
participated, to Wit: = Springer, J. i. “Hamilton and Dr. 
Mahan. 

Dr. Brown, chairman of Committee on Basis of Union, 
presented report of Elementary principles, as follows: 

The Committee to whom was referred the duty of prepar- 
- ing a Basis of Union, beg leave to report the following Ele- 
mentary Principles, as a part of the work assigned them : 


"ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 


1. A Christian Chureh is a society of believers in Jesus Christ, 
assembling in any one for — worshi and is of Divine 
Institution. | 

2. Christ is the Head of the Charch: and the Word of God the 
only Rule of faith and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus Christ, and obeys the 
Gospel of God our Savior, oer to be mrertves of Church mem- 
bership. 

4, Every man an right to private jud gment in 
matters of religion ; and an equal right to express his opinion, in 


any way which will not violate the laws of God, or the rights r* 


his fellow-men. 
6. Church trials should be conducted on Gospel principles only ; % 
and no minister or member should be excommunicated, except for 
immorality, the propagation of unchristian doctrines, or for 
neglect of duties enjoined by the Word of God. | 

6. The Pastoral or Ministerial office and duties are of Divine 
appointment ; and all Elders i in the Chureh of God are equal ; but 
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The Committee was granted leave of ‘sbsenee for prepara- 
tion of business. 

Documents on the table pertaining t to the above commie, 
were duly referred to them. 

A committee of five on Rules of Order was raised, and G. 
Clancy, A. N. Hamlin, J. J. Smith, F. Reed and J. Springer, 
were app ointed. 

Certain papers from the Reriety' for the promotion of Chris 
tian Union, at Lindley, Mo., were presented, read and referred — 
to the committee on Basis of. Union. | croc copy of papers 


not preserved. | 
On motion of Riv. J. Moktiaowney, from 


the press, in attendance, were invited to honorary seats. 


Convention adj ourned with prayer is Prof. George B. 
McElroy. 
Afternoon Session 
The Convention met at the regular hour, (20 ‘clonk P. M.) 
and was opened with religious exercises conducted by Rev. 
J. McEldowney. The Minutes of the forenoon session were 


read and approved. 


Rev. Levi Mills, ministerial delegate from Western Michi- 
gan Conference of M. P. Church, was a admitted to member- ) 


ship on credentials. 


A paper from Rev. S. P. Kezerta, “Wisconsin, | in behalf of 
the Conference, was read and referred to the Committee on 
Basis of Union. Also, one from Central Ohio Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference; also, a paper from same Conference, 
on secret societies ; one from Conference Wes- 
leyan M.Church. 


On motion of Rev. L. A. Stratton, communications per- 


taining to business of Committee on Basis of Union, are re- 
‘ferred to said committee, after being read, without vote. 


Rev. R. Baker, ministerial delegate from Iowa Conference, 


W.M. Connection, was admitted on credentials. | 


The following communication was received from Mr. Na- 
than Weare, proprietor of the Metropolitan Hotel : 


Metropolitan Hotel, City, t 
May 10, 1866. 


To THE DELEGATES IN CONVENTION AT Union CuaPEeL, CINCINNATI. 
Being a member of the Christian church, and desiring to add my 
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votions of each session, when the members shall respond to their: 
names, after which the minutes of the previous meeting shall be 

read and open for a and if no objection is made shall stand 
approved. 

Art. 3. Reports of committees shall be first in order after the 
minutes have been approved; and when 4a report is read by the 
Chairman of a Committee it shall be deemed as fully in the ‘poss 

session of the body. 

- Art.4. Unfinished business shall have preference after reports 
of committees are disposed of. 

Art.5. When a question is under dishate no motion shall be 
entertained, except to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous 
question, to commit or to amend, which, questions shall have pre= 
cedence in the order in which they stand in this rule—the first 
three to be taken without ‘nee and the first of said three always 
in order. 


- ART. 6. After a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated 

by the Chair before it shall be open for debate, and any member 
desiring to speak shall arise in his place and address the Chair, and 
await the announcement of his name by the ‘presiding officer be- 


“fore he shall proceed with remarks. 


Art.7. When two or more members shall claim the floor at the 
same time, the Chair shall decide the one he first observed as enti- 


tled to the floor; and no person shall speak more than once upon. 


the same motion until every member wishing to speak shall have 
spoken, unless by special leave of the bodv, nor more than fifteen 
minutes at one time without special leave. | 

Art. 8. No interruption of a member addressing the Chair shall 
be allowed, except to call to order, upon which, the person speak- 
ing shall immediately take his seat, and remain ‘silent until the 
rule of order supposed to be violated shall have been stated, when 
the member shall have the right to ee eS after which, the Chair 
shall decidethe issue. 

Art. 9. The Chair shall decide all questions of onder, subject to - 
an appeal to the body, and shall keep speakers within the question 
involved in the motion, and shall see that every speaker governs 
himself with Christian decorum, both as to temper and words, 

while in discussion. 
Art.10. The Chair shall rule upon all ‘points not in 
the above rules, according to. his best judgment of ‘Geliberative 
propriety, subject to an ‘appeal. 3 

All of which. is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE CLANCY, on De 
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ministers are forbidden to be lords over God’s heritage, or to have 
dominion over the faith of the saints. BS | 

7. The Church has a right to form and enforce such rules and 
regulations only, as are in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and may be necessary, or have a' tendency to carry into effect the 
great system of practical Christianity. 

8. Whatever power may be necessary to the formation of rules 
and regulations, is inherent in the ministers and members of the 
churches; but so much of that power may be delegated, from time 
to time, upon a plan of representation, as they may J udge necessary 
‘and proper; provided, that they create no distinct or independent 

9. It isthe duty of all ministers and members of the Church to — 
maintain oodliness, and tooppose all moralevil, 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the gospel to be faithful in 
the discharge of their pastoral and ministerial duties; and it is 
also obligatory on members to esteem ministers highly for their 

work’s sake, and toyuder them a righteous compensation for their 

Unanimously adopted, by, standing vote. The honorary 
members, by permission, voted unanimously in the affirmative. | 

Rev. Wm. Towry, of Cleveland, was admitted to honorary — 
membership. Exercises of love-feast were resumed, and short 
addresses bearing immediately upon the subject of Christian 
Union, especially, as relating to the bodies represented in 
the Convention, were made by Rey. E. Chidlaw, Rev. Dr. Poe, 
Rey. Dr. Reeves, Rev. Dr. Reed, Editor of the Western Chris- 
tian Advocate, Rev. Dr. Prindle, Rev. Mr. Young, and Rev. 

The Committee on Rules of Order, submitted the following 
report, which was adopted: 


REPORT ON RULES OF ORDER. 


The committee upon Rules of Order to vovern the future delib- 
— of this Convention, would respectfully submit the follow- 

ARTICLE]. The religious exercises already observed in opening 
and closing the sessions of the body shall be recognized asa stand- 
ing regulation of the Convention, and it shall be the duty of all 
members to be present, so far as practicable, to give countenance 
to and join in the devotions of saidexercises. s_—_ 

Arr. 2. The roll shall be called at the close of the opening de- 
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CONSTITUTION, 


ARTICLE I. 


The name of this religious body shall 
Terms of Membership. 


Src. 1. The conditions of membership in these chrirehes are, a 


desire to flee from the wrath to come, and. to be saved by grace, 


through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. And this relation shall 
continue until the church is satisfied with the experience of the 
parties, when they may be admitted to full membership. 


Src. 2. In admitting persons to membership, each church shall 
judge of the qualifications of persons so admitted, according to 


their understanding of the Word of God. 
Art. III. | 
Reception of Churches, etc. 


Src. 1. Any church agreeing to conform to our Book of Dis- 
cipline and means of grace, may, on application to the President 


of a Yearly Conference, to an Elder or Pastor, or to a Quarterly 


Conferenee, be received as a member of this body. 


Src. 2. Each church shall have the right to hold and control its — 


own property, and manage its own financial ataile, independent 
of all associated relations or bodies. — 


Src. 3. Itis expected of all churches, as a condition of remain- 
ing connected with the general body, that. they continue to con- 
form to this Constitution, and the essential: — contained 


its book of Discipline. 

- On motion of Dr. Flood, the report was taken up Serzatim. 

It was moved to fill the blank in the first item of the oe 
with the words, Taz Mreruopist CHuRcH. = 

Discussions on the report were entered into by Dr. i Brinilie, 
Revs. Springer, Lyle, Martin, Dr. Reeves, and others. 

After a somewhat lengthy discussion Dr. Prindle moved to 
amend by substituting for the name of the new denomina- 


tion, THE Unirep Murgopists. Other amendments 


proposed. 
On motion, the article was laid on the table. 


Section 1, Article II., pertaining to terms of membership, 


was discussed by Revs. Knight, Lyle, Flood, 
Mahan, att others. 
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Convention adjourned with pravar hy Rey. Mr. Clark, of 
New York. 


THIRD DAY, 
Fripay, May 11, 1866. 


The Convention met at the regular hour, and was opened — 
with religious services, conducted by Rev. M. B. Wilsey. The 
roll was called, and the of the previcus session were 

read and approved. 
Revs. J. B. Lucas, 8. F. W. Wrage, G. W. Burns 

_M. L. Reynolds, C. H. Williams, A. H. Trumbo, J.J. Thomp- 
gon, Mr. Clark, and. Kendrick, were admitted to 

ary membership. 


J. M. Johnson, a lay delegate from Ohio Conference, M. z. 
Church, and Rey. W. W. Lyle, ministerial delegate from W.M. 
Connection, Seneca Falls, N. Y., were admitted to member. 
ship on credentials. — 


A communication from Jas. Webster, lay delegate elect of ) 
Wisconsin Conference, W. M. Church, was read and referred 
to the Committee on Basis of Union, and his name ordered 
enrolled as member absent. | : | 

Also a communication from Rev. J. Dalbey, St. Charles, 
Mo., a minister of the North Iowa Conference, M. P. C., was 
read and referred to Committee on Basis of Union, and. his 
mame entered on roll as absent member. i 

John Frazee, a layman from Indiana, was admitted to hon- 
orary membership. 


Dr. Brown, chairman of Committee on Basis of Union, re- 
ported in part, as follows: 
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The Committee on Basis of Dulos reported further, 
The report was taken up Seriatim. 
Article 2nd, Section Ist, after discussion by Revs. Chained, 

Brown, Hamlin, McEldowney, Dorsey, Mahan, nici, Kost, 
 Laishley and Smith, was adopted. 

Article 2nd, Section 2nd, A. N. Hamlin aroved to amend, 
by adding, “and having been baptized. " The motion was 
laid on the table. | 

The section was adopted unanimously. 

Sec. 3 adopted unanimously. 

Sec. 4 adopted. 

Sec. 5 adopted unanimously. 

The above article, ne adopted, stands thus. 


“Art. IT. 
Terms of Membership. 


SEo. i, The conditions required of those who apply for 
probationary membership in a church are, a desire to flee from 
the wrath to come and be saved by grace through faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, with an avowed determination to walk in all 
the commandments of God blameless. 

Sec. 2. The churches shall have power to receive mem- 
bers, on profession of faith or on certificate of good standing — 
in any other Christian Church, provided they are satisfied 
with the Christian experience of the candidates. 


Aru. III. 
Reception of Churches, etc. 


Szc. 1. Any church agreeing to conform to our Consti- 
tution, Book of Discipline, and Means of Grace, may, on ap- | 
plication to the President of a Yearly Conference, to the Pas- 
tor of a Church, or to a Quarterly Conference, be received as 
amember of this body. 
Sec. 2. Each church shall have the right to hold and con-— 
trol its own property and manage its own financial affairs, in- 
dependent of all associated relations or bodies. 
Src. 3. It is expected of all churches, as a condition of re- 
maining connected with the general body, that they continue 
to conform to this Constitution, and the essential regulations 
contained in the Book of Discipline. 
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substitute was submitted for this tiem, by hie W. W. 


LyJe, which was laid on the table. 


Dr. Brown moved to amend by: inserting the word “« pro- 
bationary ” before membership. 
~ On motion of Rev. J. McEldowney the whole subject was 


-ye-committed to the Committee on Basis of Union. 


The substitute of Rev. W. W. Lyle was taken from the 
table and referred to the Committee on Basis of Union. 
A substitute for the 2nd section offered by Rev. J. D, 


Herr, was also referred to Committee on Basis of Union. 


-The President of the Convention announced that the Com- 
mittee’s report to the House of Representatives, on Recon- 
struction, was adopted by more than a two-thirds vote; and 
the President desired the Convention to sing the Doxology, 
and that Dr. Prindle lead in er, with reference 
thereto. 

Adjourned, to meet at 3 o’clock Fi M. _ Prayer by Dr. 
Prindle. 

Afternoon Session. 


The Convention met, and religious services were conducted 


— by Dr. Reeves. | The minutes of the previous session were 


read and approved. 

A communication from T. ministerial dele- 
gate elect from New Jersey Conference, M. P. C., was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Basis of Union, and his 
name entered as absent member. 

The credentials of Rev. W. W. Lyle, elected from First W. 
M. Church of Seneca Falls, presented at the forenoon session, 
‘Were, on motion of Mr. Reed, referred to the Committee on 
Credentials. 


Revs. Studly, Baimes, N inde, and Stephenson were admit- 


_ ted to honorary membership. 


Dr. Williams, of Cedarville, Ohio, was admitted to honor- 
ary membership. 


Rev. A. N. Hamlin moved the appointment of a simesaiiton 


of five to consider the subject of a Union Hymn Book.—Car- 


ried; and the committee was appointed by Convention: S. 
A, Baker, G. Clancy, A. Clark, Jno. Scott, and sloas Prindle. 
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port adversely to his right to a seat in this Convention as a dele- 
gate from the said Church, the case being analogous to that ofa 
dele gate from Alle cheny Church, decided yesterday. 

J. M. FLOOD, Ch’n, 

‘Report adopted. 

On motion, Rey. W. W. es was ndmitted to honorary 
membership. 

Thos. A. Barnes, lay delegate from Iowa Conference, M. P: 
C., presented his credentials and took his seat. 

Rev. Dr: Nast, Rev. John Cowl, Capt. G. P. Riley, Mr. 
H. R. Couns, Gen. McConnell, Messrs. Sweeney, Moore, and 
Lawder were admitted to honorary membership. | 

J.J. Gillespie Esq., was invited to honorary membership. 

A communication from W. M. Church at Seneca Falls, N. 
Y., was read and referred in course to Committee on name of 
Union. 

Committee on Basis of Union reported further : 


Arr. IV. 
Division of T erritory. 


Sec. 1. The territory embraced by this Religious Body shall. be. 
divided into Districts of convenient size and form; such division 
to be subject to any changes. which the General Conference may 
from time to time deem necessary. 


SEC. 2. Each Distrlet shen be divided into. Circuits, ‘Stations 
and Missions. | 


Art. V. 
Quarterly Conferences. 


Szc.1. There shall be a quarterly conference in each pastoral 
charge, composed of all the ministers, pastors, exhorters, stew- 
ards, leaders and trustees belonging to the charge, which shall 
hold four sessions each year, provided, that the pastor or a quo- 
rum of the quarterly conference, shall have sree A to call | 
special meetings when deemed necessary. 

Sec.2. Each quarterly conference shall have authority to’ ex- 

amine into the official character of all its members, and to admon- 
_ish or reprove them, as occasion may require; to grant to persons 
properly qualified and recommended by the church of which the 
applicants are members, license to exhort and to preach, and renew 
their licenses annually; to admit ministers and preachers coming 
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The following was ; further reported by, the ee Ri on 
Basis of Union, and adopted unanimously. The committee 
recommend to add to the 7th elementary principle adopted 
yesterday, “ and also to secure to all her officials,” etc. 

The Secretary of the Committee on Basis of Union read 
additional portions of report om said yet in 
hands of committee. | 

The Convention adj ourned with prayer Rev. J. Smith. 


FOURTH DAY. 


SATURDAY, May 12, 1966. 


Convention met. » | Religions services conducted by Rev. C. 
Springer. Roll called. Minutes of previous ineating read 

and approved. | 

G. B. Hamilton, lay froin Ohio M. P. 
C., presented his credentials, and was admitted to his seat. 
Revs. C. Moore and G. Clancy made remarks on questions 
of privilege in relation to notices of them respective! Y in pub- 
lic papers. 


| A communication frown Rev. J as. Long Osage, Towa, 
was read and filed. acl 
_ A. Clark moved that when we adjourn at 19 o’clock, we 
adjourn to meet in the Lecture ondehe of the 6th Street ot. Pp. 
Church. 

On motion of Dr. Scott, the Seorethfias were instructed to 
have so much of the transactions of the Convention as pertain 
to the Report of the Committee on the Basis of Union, 
printed in the Daily United Methodist, for the use of the Con- 
vention. 


Committee on Credentials report in the case of Rev. W. W. 
Lyle,as follows: 


On examination of the case of Rey. W. W. Lyle, of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Seneca Fallg, New York, this Committee re- 
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power to annul any rule or regulation which that body may deem 
unconstitutional. 
Rev. Jas. Robison moved to amend so as to make Super- 


intendents of Sabbath-schools, members of quarterly con- 
ferences ; provided, they are members of me church. Adopted. 

Articles 4.and 5 adopted. 

Art. 6. Re-committed. 

Co mmittee on Basis of Union retired. 

Rev. Dr. Waldron, Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Com- 
mission, introduced and admitted to honorary membership. 

Rev. J. B. Walker moved that hereafter, when persons 
are admitted to honorary membership, they be formally in- 

troduced to the Convention. | 

Rev. 8. H. Flood was introduced and admitted to ~~ 
membership. 

On motion of Rev. J. D. Herr, a collection was taken up 
for the sexton of Union Chapel. | 

Convention adjourned to meet at 2 P. M. Prayer , Rev: 


Aflerno oon Session. 


Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rev, L. 
C. Matlack. Minutes of previous session read and approved. 
Being in a new room, the bar of the Convention was fixed. 

Rev. Mr. Stratton presented the following: 


Resolved, That in the final vote upon the Basis of Union, the 
house be so divided as to allow the members of the several denom- 


inations to vote separately —Lost. 
_ Bishop Thomson, of the M. E. oes Rev. Mr. Garst and 
Rev. Mr. Callender, were introduced to the Convention and 


_ Invited to honorary membership. 
The Committee on Hymn Book reported as follows: 


Your committee to whom was referred the subject of a Hymn 
Book for the use of the various bodies here represented, respect- 
fully recommend that the several books now in use in our different 
churches be retained until the meeting of a General Conference or 
Convention, which shall have authority to order the compilation 
of a Hymn Book for the united body. 

A. BAKER, Ch’n. 

Report adopted. | 

Rey. G. Clancy moved the appointment of a Committee of 
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from any other church; to recommend ministers and preachers to 
the Annual Conference for pastoral work and for ordination; — 
provided, nevertheless, that no person be licensed to preach until 
he shall have been first examined and recommended by a com- 
mittee of five, composed of ministers and laymen chosen by the 
quarterly conference. 


Art. VI. 


Annual Conferences. 


Src. 1. There shall be held, annually, within the limits of each 
district, a Conference, composed of all the ministers laboring un- 
der its direction, and of one delegate from each circuit, station and 
mission, for each of its ministers belonging to the Conference; 
provided, however, that each circuit, station and mission, shall 
have at least one delegate. Each Annual Conference shall regu- 
late the manner of elections in its own district; provided, how- 
ever, that the election of delegates to the first Annual Conference 
under this Constitution, shall be according to such regulations 
as may be adopted for that purpose, by the quarterly conferences 
of the respective circuits, stations and missions. — | 


Sec.2. Each Annual Conference shall have authority to elect 
a President, annually ; to examine into the official conduet of all its 
members; to receive by vote, such ministers and preachers into 
the Conference as come properly recommended, and who can be ef- 
ficiently employed as pastors or missionaries; to elect to orders 
those who are eligible and competent to the pastoral office; to hear 
and decide on appeals; to define and regulate the boundaries of 
circuits and stations; and to exercise a general supervision over 
the pastors and churches, in the following manner and to the fol- 

All ministers and licentiates, who are laboring under the 
directions of the Conference, shall be at liberty to enter into en- 


- agements to serve any pastoral charge for one year from the next 


session of the Conference; and it shall be the duty of all ministers. 
and licentiates and churches having entered into such arrange- 
ments, to report the same to the Conference, at its next session. _ 


Sec. 3. Each Annual Conference shall also have authority to 
perform any other duties which the General Conference may pre- 


Scribe; and to make such rules and regulations as the peculiarities — 


of the distr ict may require; provided, however, that no rule or 
regulation may be made inconsistent with this constitution; and 


provided furthermore, that the General Conference shall have 
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ter and one layman,— until a different ratio shall be fixed by the 
General Conference. 


Sc. 3. The representatives to which each Annual Conference 
district shall be entitled, shall be elected at the time and place of 
holding the Annual Conference of said district next preceding the 
sitting of the General Conference, by joint ballot. 


Src. 4. The General Conference shall elect by ballot, a President 
to preside over its deliberations, and one or more Secretaries, to 
serve during the sitting of the Conference, who shall keep a faith- 
ful record of its proceedings; judge of election returns and quali- 
fications of its own members, and form its own rules of order. A 


majority of the representatives in ee shall constitute a 


“Suc. 5. The ministers and laymen shall deliberate in one body ; 
but if, upon the final passage of any question, it be required by 
three members, the ministers and laymen shall vote separately; 
and the concurrence of a majority of both classes of répresenta- 
tives shall be necessary to constitute a vote of the Conference. A 

similar regulation shall be observed by the Annual Conferences. 


Src. 6. The General Conference shall have authority to make 
ules and regulations for managing all the general interests of the 
body, in accordance with the elementary principles and the pro- 
visions of this constitution. | 


Sec. 7. To determine the ratio of representation in the General 
Conference. 


Sec. 8. To define the of Conterdioe districts: 
provided, however, that the Annual Conferences of any two or 
more districts shall have power, by mutual agreement, to alter 
their respective adjoining boundaries, or to set off a new district ; 
but every alteration made in the boundaries of districts shall be 
reported to the ensuing General Conference, subject to its action. — 

Sec. 9. The General Conference shall make no rule in violation 
of the Law of God, or which shall conflict with any of the Ele- 
mentary Principles of this’ Constitution; or which shall infringe 
the liberty of speech, or of the press; or constitute any order 
of ministers higher than Elders, or which shall prevent the main- 
tenance of an itinerant ministry. 


The report was considered seriatim. od 1, adopted. 

Section 2: Rev. J. Robison moved to Hetty by substitu- 
ting one thousand as the ratio, instead of fifteen hundred. 
Carried. Section adopted. 

Section 3: Rev. C. Prindle. moved to amend am adding the 
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three on the Publication of Minutes—Committee to be name a 
by the Chairman. Carried. Chair named Dr. Prof. 
-McEldowney and Rev. G. Clancy. 
On motion of Rev. C. Gray, the item of the report of the 
Committee on Basis of Union—to wit: The one concerning 
‘the name, was taken from the table. Amendment to amend- 
ment laid on the table.. After some discussion, the whole was 
again laid on the table. ely 


Rev. C. Gray moved that the Convention hati until 9 
o’clock, Monday morning. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Britton. 


FIFTH DAY. 


MonpDayYy Mornine, May 14, 1866. 


Convention met. Religious seryices conducted by Rev. 
B. Smith, (Troy.) Roll called. Minutes of sblskisas session 
read and approved. 

Committee on Basis of Union, reported back to Convention, 
Art. 6, which was adopted item by item. An additional sec- 


tion offered by Rev. H. B. Kuight on his own wonals referred 
to Committee on Basis of Union. . 


Arr. VIl. 
Conferences. 


Sxc.1. There shall be a General Conference of this body, held | 
_ on the third Wednesday of May, 1867, at -, and on the third 


| Wednesday of May every fourth year thereafter, at such place as 


2 , Shall be determined on by the Conference. 


Sec. 2, The General Conference shall consist of an equal num- 
ber of ministers and laymen. The ratio of representation from 
each Annual Conference district shall be one minister and one 
layman for every 1,500 persons in full membership; provided, 
however, that every Annual Conference district that may not have 
1,500 members shall be entitled to two representatives,—one minis- 
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On motion of Rev. Z. Ragan, a pia of ae Be was tendered 
to the officers of those railroads which have granted or’ may 
grant free return passes to the members of Convention, who 
have paid full fare in coming to the Convention. : 

The following communication from Rev. W. W. Lyle was 
read and referred to a special committee of five: 


MR. LYLE’S PAPER. 


Assembled together as a body of Christian ministers and laymen, 
representatives and delegates from various Methodist bodies 
in all the Eastern, Middle, and. Western States, of the Union, and 
met for purposes of the very highest importance, namely, the vis- 
ible unity of the Churches of like faith and order, and adopting 
and maturing plans for the more efficiently and successfully pros- 
ecuting the great work of evangelization at home and abroad, we 
deem it as due to ourselves, to the Churches we represent, and to 
our common country, to give utterance to our sentiments on the 
great questions which involve the integrity, peace and tranquillity, | 
and moral and material prosperity of our country. 

_ And first of all, we give thanks to Almighty God, Sovereign 
Ruler of the Universe, that after the terriblé scenes of war and 
bloodshed through which we have passed, the olive branch of. 
peace once more waves over us. A wicked rebellion, having its 
inception and inspiration from the foul spirit of wrong and out- 
rage, has been crushed, and human oppression in our land has 
been overthrown forever. Under the blessing of God, the nation’s 


~- guecess in crushing the armed rebellion, that so long and persist- 


ently sought the life of the nation, is due to the deathless devotion, 

the incorruptible patriotism, and the unflinching bravery of our | 
- heroesin the army and navy. All honor to the brave survivors of © 
the mighty struggle, many of whom are marred and scarred by 
the battle strife. Peace tothe memory of our fallen heroes—mar- 
tyrs of freedom—may their graves ever be green, and let their no- 
_ blest monument be the enlightened respect and loving remem- 

brances of a free and freedom-loving country. | hes 


With the painful experience of the past few years yet pila up- 
on us, knowing the malignant and perverse spirit engendered by the 
institution of slavery; knowing the relentless hatred and the yet 
openly avowed hostility to righteous government, as well as the | 
impenitence of the leaders, both military and political, of the late 
rebellion, we can not but view with the deepest anxiety the course 
pursued by our Chief Executive toward impenitent rebels. With 
no desire of vengeance, with no spirit of retaliation, but from a 
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words, “of ministers and laymen.” Carried. Fanaa adopted. | 


Sections 4, 5 and 6, adopted. 
Section 7: Rev. H. B. Knight moved re amend, by fitsert 


ing “in its own body,” instead of General Conference. Sec- 


tion adopted as amended. 

Sections 8 and 9, adopted. 

Rev. G. Clancy moved that the item of Ke report of Basis 
of Union committee concerning the name, be taken from the 
table, and be made the order of the day for 2 o’clock, P. M., 
and that the vote be taken by ayes and nays. | Ousiied.: 

Dr. Prindle was granted leave of absence after to-day, 
Leave also granted to Dr. Laishley. 

The following communication from Edgar Conklin, of the 
M. E. Church, was read and referred to Committee on Basis 
of Union, in course: 


O., May 13, 


Rev. S. A. Baker, President of the Convention: 


DrarR Bro:—Please allow me to suggest the propriety of your 
Convention adopting the report of your Committee in naming 


your new organization—‘ The Methodist Church __for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


lst. Your membership is justly entitled to the ceatihs power oe 
world-wide popularity of the name, as reported, for its long and 
many Christian efforts and sacrifices in favor of the rights of Lay- 
men in equally participating, asin the days of Christ, in the xogeee- 
tion and management of your churches. 
4d. The name will continue to beget a more oaiahel and favor 
able consideration, especially by the members of the M. E. Church, 
of the distinctive features of your church organizations, that has 
already obtained to such an extent as to force on the favorable 
consideration of our oligarchical church government the propri- 
ety of abandoning its odious and justly unpopular feature of 
proscribing its membership, by adopting your principles of church 
government; so much more in accordance with the spirit of the 
age of Christianity, and of practical service with but slight mod- 
‘fications. Your name then being appropriate to a union of the 
M. E. Church with you that italy tends to be effected in a 
very reasonable time. 


I am very respectfully your obedient servant, 


EpGAR CONKLING, 
Of the M. E. Church, Cincinnati, O. 
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of “The Methodist Church,” was one hundred and seven ; 
the number voting against it was twenty-four. . 
H. Hall and B. Smith, (Troy,) changed their votes 
from nay to aye, the vote then standing as follows: 


Yeas.—N. W. Britton, R. Hanks, W. C. Clark, J. J. Smith, Hen- 
ry Watson, Ira H. Hogan, J. H Richards, N. R. Swift, S. M. Short, | 
0. C. Payne, Joseph Watrous, G. Brown,’G. B. McElroy, J. Scott, 
J.D. Herr, A. Clark, T. H. Colhouer, E. Mathers, Sam’l Young, P. 
T. Laishley, D. B. Dorsey, J. H. Hamilton, Geo. Clancy, C. — 
Springer, John Burns, J. Biddison, J. C. Hazlett, C. J. Sears, J. 
S. Thrap, Z. Ragan, J. W. Case, A. Abbott, I. Thrap, S. B. Smith, | 
(of Ohio Conference,) J. B. Walker, O. P. Stephens, R. Rose, T. 
B. Graham, J. J. White, M. V. B. Euans, T. J. Finch, M. P. Gaddis, 
A. H. Bassett, J. Kost, R.C. Lanning, B. Edmiston, L. Mills, T. 
Shipp, J. M. Flood, H. Stackhouse, J.C. Nodurft, G. Williams, T. 


 E. Lancaster, J. L. Borton, W. H. Robertson, C. Gray, W. E. Mar- 


tin, R. Wright, John Mason, W. S. Horn, T. W. Read, L. Lee, 
‘John McEldowney, S. B. Smith, (of Troy. ) R. Brandriff, C. Moore, 
—M.B. Wilsey. Gregory White, D. Upton, N. Hillar, J. Redman, W. 
J. Troth, H. T. Reeves, J. Hankins, Wm. Miller, E. R. Hall, J. 
Shepard, J. Springer, P. G. Dye, H. E. H. Hartsock, H. Cassel, F. 
Scott, S. Moore, W. D. Hamilton, John Whitstone, T. Douglass, J. 
G. Rockhill, C. C. Creamer, J. M. Johnson, G. P. Hamilton, Chester © 
_Cooley, E. Williams, O. F. Howard, W. W. McCaslin, G. Hendricks, 
A. D. Whitford, A. J. Fleming, S. Rodman, Wm. Cottingham, J. 
W. Bush, Jas. Ross, Thos. A. Barnes, A. Rogenberger, D.-Mce 


Farland, Reed, J ohn Grant, Jos. Parrish, A. Matthew 
Thompson.—109. 


-Nays.—J. Robison, Cer indle, H. B. Knight, Cc. F. Hawley, S. 
_ Farrey, E. Bibbin, M. Phillips, Geo. Johnston, z0, Watson, L. N. 
Stratton, G. W. Bainum, E. Coate, D. P. Baker, John Fordyce, A. 
Backus, S. A. Baker, D. S. Kinney, A. N. Hamlin, 8. Bassett, R. 
_ Baker, N. W. Hodges, E. Starbuck —22. oe 

Dr. Brown spoke to a question of pr tvilege. 

Committee on Basis of Union repor ted further i in part. 


Art. VII. 
OFFICERS. 


Presidents of Annual Conferences. 


Src. 1. The President of each Annual Conference shall be 
éleeted by ballot, a major ity of votes cast being necessary to a 
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desire to see the majesty of law-and order fully vindicated, and as 
a guarantee that the integrity of the Union shall be protected and 
maintained at all hazards, we solemnly believe, and as solemnly 
declare that treason against the United States Government should 
peso treated that it shall never be looked upon simply as an ex- 
periment, but asa crime of such fearful enormity that it should be 
stamped with the brand of eternal infamy. 
In this connection we cannot refrain from expressing our high 
appreciation of the noble position occupied by both Houses of 
Congress on the question affecting reconstruction, and the rights 
and liberties of all classes in the States lately inrebellion. Beliey- 
‘jing that to deny the colored man the protection and the rights, du- 
ties, and responsibilities of the laws, equally with the hitherto 
governing classes of the South, is virtually to throw him back in- 
to the house of bondage from which, in the providence of God, he 
has been delivered, we, therefore; rejoice in the prospect that the 
plan of reconstruction, now before Congress, may become a law. 
In connection with this, we, the members of the Union Meth- 
odist Convention, in convention assembled, tender our heart-felt. 
thanks to those members of both Houses of Congress who have so 
nobly defended the interests of righteousness and truth, and framed 
laws looking to the equal rights and duties of all men, without 
distinction of class orcolor. 
We will not cease to pray for the Chief Ex 
tion, that he may be led into all truth, that he may yet make his ad- 
ministration worthy of the exalted position he occupies as the 
President of a great and free nation, and that he may be a ter- 
ror to evil-doers, and a praise to them that do well. 


adjourned with prayer by Rev. H. Stack- 
Afternoon Session. 
‘Convention met. Religious services conducted by Dr. G. 


Brown. Minutes of last session read and approved. The 
Chair announced as committee on communication of Rev. W- 


W. Lyle, the following names: Z. 
Hamlin, C. Moore, E. Bibbin. | 


_ The order of the day, on motion of Rey. J. McEldowney, 
was postponed for twenty minutés. Mr. McCaslin granted 
leave of absence after to-day. The order of the day was ta- 
Ken up, to wit: The name of the new organization. 

The roll being called, the number who voted for the name 


ecutive of the na- 


Ragan, J. J. Smith, A. N. 
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oftener, if necessary.” Section adopted. Item relating to 
Conference Stewards, adopted. Part defining the duties of 
station and circuit Stewards, amended 80 as to include “mise 
sions.” Adopted as amended. 

Committee on communication of Rev. W. W. Ly ta ob- 
tained leave to retire. Also, committee on Basis of Union. 
Rey. Mr. Williams moved the appointment of a committee 
of three on an Address to the Churcnes. saad motion was laid 
on the table. : 

Committee on Basis of Union reported further 


Ant. Ix. 


General Judiciary 


Src. 1. Ww benavet a majority of all the Annual Conferences 


shall officially call for a judicial decisiou on any rule or act of the 


General Conference, it shall be the duty of each and every Annual — 
Conference to appoint, at its next session, one judicial delegate. 
The delegates thus chosen shall assemble at the place where the 
General Conference held its last session, on the second Tuesday in 
May following their appointment. 

Src. 2. A majority of the delegates shall constitute a quorum; .. 
and if two-thirds of all present judge said rule or act of the Gen-. 
eral Conference unconstitutional, they shall have power to declare 
the same null and void. 

Sec. 3. Every decision of the J udiciary shall be 1 in writing, and | 
shall be published in the periodical or periodicals ‘belonging to 
this body. After the Judiciary shall have performed the duties 
assigned them in this Constitution, their power shall cease; and no 
ether Judiciary shall be created patil after the session of the. suc- 
ceeding General Conference. _ 

Rev. J. Robison moved to re-commit the Article—lost ie 


ticle adopted ¢ entire. 
“Arr. X. 
Special ¢ Call of the General Conference, 


Two-thirds of the whale’ number of the Annual 
ferences shall have power to call special meetings of the General 
Conference. 

Sec. 2. When it shall have been that of 
the Annual Conferences have decided in favor of such call, it shall 
be the sa of the Presidents, or a majority, of them, forthwith to 
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choice, and shall be amenable to that body for his official conduct, 
Src. 2. It shall be the duty of the President of an Annual Con- 
ference to preside in all meetings of that body; to travel through 
the district—if it be required by the Conference,—and, in the re- 
cess of Conference, with the assistance of two or more Elders, to 
ordain those persons who shall have been elected to orders, and 
were not present at Conference; to employ such ministers, preach- 
ers, and missionaries as are duly recommended, and to make such 
changes of preachers as may be necessary, provided the consent of 
the preachers and their charges be first obtained; and to perform 
such other duties as may be required uy his Conference. 


Pastors. 


The minister or preacher having charge of a station, circuit, or 
mission, shall be styled the Pastor, and his assistant the Associate 


Pastor. 
All ministers and preachers under the direction of the Confer- 


ence shall be amenable to that body, and all others shall be amena- 
ble to the Quarterly Conferences to which they severally oe a 


Class Leaders. 


Class Leaders shall be ‘elected annually by their _Tespective 
classes. 


Conference Stewards. 


The fieateiinia’ Stewards shall be elected annually by the Yearly 


Conferences, and discharge such duties as may" be wpigaes them 
_ by the Discipline. 


‘Station and Circuit Srewanils. 


‘The Station and Circuit Stewards shall be elected Site : in 
the stations, by the. members, including ministers and preachers | 
and in the circuits by the Quarterly Conferences; ; but every mem- 
ber present, if 18 years of age, shall be permitted to vote in the 
election of Stewards. The number of stewards for each circuit 
or station to be not less than three, n nor more than seven. 

Section 1 adopted. 

Rey. J. Burns moved to amend Section 2, by siding after 
the word “body,” “and, with the assistance of two or more 
elders, ordain such persons as shall be elected to orders.” 
Amendment adopted. Section adopted as amended. 
_ The item relating to pastors was adopted. The part rela- 
ting to class-leaders was amended by adding the words, “or 
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Commissioners with instructions to meet with any Commissioners. 
from other Methodist bodies who may be appointed. to confer on 


the subject of a general Methodist union. er 

Rev. C. Gray moved that the paper read i: Rev. L. CG. Mat- | 
jack, be received and laid on the table, and made the order of 
the day to-morrow at I0 o’clock. 

Rev. J. Scott, with consent of Br. Matlack, moved to lay 
the paper on the table, to be taken up at the rahe con-| 
venience of the Convention. Carried. 

Committee on Union reported further. 


XII. 
General Conference Agency. 


“The General Conférenct shall elect, by ballot, a President, and 
two Vice Presidents, who shall hold their office four years ; ; and 
who shall be charged with the following duties: 

1. They shall act as a Committee for the promotion of all the 
Missionary Interests under the direction of the General Confer- 
ence, which shall prescribe all necessary rules for their direction 
in this branch of their work. | 
2. It shall be their duty to promote the Educational and Pub- 
lishing Interests under the direction of the General Conference. 
3. One of them, as far as practicable, shall be present at each 
session of the several Annual Conferences, with a view to the pro- 
motion of all the above named interests, and to give such advice 
| and assistance to the Annual Conference as may be needed. — 

4. They shall be bearers of communications from the General 
Conference to the Annual Conferences, and they shall use in- 
fluence to have them attended to. ky 

5. When they shall not be engaged in the discharge of the be- 
fore mentioned duties, or other special duties which the General 
Conference may assign them, they shall exercise their ministerial 
functions as traveling evangelists and missionaries, or by assisting 
the regular pastors in their respective charges, as ay shall be 
able, and as,oceasion may require, 

6. They shall act as a Committee of buoaineanitiidiie with other 
Christian bodies, and as a medium through which circuits, stations, 
and missions may obtain supplies, and through which unemployed 
ministers and preachers may obtain fields of labor in the intervals | 
of the Annual Conferences, and through which the Presidents of 
Annual Conferences may seek supplies for on work within their py 
districts 
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designate the time and place of holding the same, and to give duc 

notice to all the stations and circuits. AA tat 
Article 10, amended by adding the word “ missi ons.”— 


Art. XI. ; 
Provisions for Altering the Constitution. | 

Src. 1. The General Conference shall have power to annul any 
part of this Constitution, except the second and ninth articles, and 
section nine of article seven, by making such alterations or ad- 
ditions as may be recommended in writing by two-thirds of the 
whole number of the Annual Conferences next preceding the sit- 
ting of the General Conference. 

Srxc.2. The second and ninth articles, and the ninth section of 
article seven of this Constitution, shall be unalterable, except by a 
General Convention called for the special purpose by two-thirds 
of the whole number of the Annual Conferences next preceding 
the General Conference, which convention, and all other conven- 
tions of this church, shall be constituted and elected in the same 
manner and ratio as prescribed for the General Conference. When 
a General Convention is called by the Annual Conferences, it shall 
supercede the assembling of the General Conference for that pe- 
riod, and shall have power to discharge all the duties of that body 
in addition to the particular object for which the convention shall 
have been assembled. _ 

Article 11, adopted. ie: 

_ FRATERNITY WITH THE M. E. CHURCH. : 

Rev. Mr. Matlack, not being a member, offered the follow- 
ing, which he hoped some delegate would adopt, and move to 
be made the special order for-Tuesday at 10 o’clock. 
_ Lesolved, That the invitation of the last General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, asking the co-operation of the 
other branches of the Methodist family in the Centenary celebra- 
tion, which has been so courteously extended, officially, by the Cen- 
tral Centenary Committee, and the expression by the Bishops of 
said church, in their Erie resolutions, in favor of a general Meth- 
odist unity, are recognized as an initiative movement, which may 


properly be responded to by this Union Convention. — f.. 
_, Resolved, That the Convention recommend to the favorable con- 


| sideration of the first General Conference of the united body the 
Subject of the unity of American Methodism. 5 


fiesolved, That this Convention recommend to the consideration 
of the first General Conference of the united body, the propriety 
of appointing a fraternal delegation to attend the next General 
Conderence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, or of appointing 
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Committee of three on an Address to the Churches, was taken 
up. Amended, to increase the number to Bix. Accepted by 

mover. J. J. Smith, L. Lee, A. Clark, i. B. Knight, C. Moore, 
and J. Scott, said Committee. —_ 

The order of the day was taken up, to wit: Report of Com- 
mittee on Basis—Art. XII 

Dr. Flood moved to strike out all bs the words, « Presi- 
dent and two Vice Presidents, who shall preside i in the Gen- 
eral Conference.” Debated by Dorsey, (who read a paper) 
Clancy, Flood, Walker, Brown and C. Springer. 

Rev. G. Clancy moved to re-commit the whole Article to 
the Committee on Basis of Union. 

Rev. J. Burns moved to amend by reference to special com- 
mittee. Mover accepted amendment, 
(©. Gray read a paper on the same subject. Special com- 
mittee ordered. . Papers of Gray and Dorsey referred to’ 
special committee. {Papers not furnished with minutes.]} 
Convention committee to consist of five: mem- 
bers. 

On motion of Mr. ‘fleriés the. vate. adopting Section 3}. 
Article III., was reconsidered. kell 
Mr. Searles moved to amend so as to read: 


Every church, circuit, station or mission, shall have the right to. 
hold and control its own property, and manage its own affairs. ie: 


‘After discussion it was referred to a committee of three, 
consisting of J. Burns, A. M. Searles and G. W. Bainum. — 

Revs. Rogers and Langdon introduced to Convention and 
invited to honorary seats. _ 

Committee on. Publication of Minutes sali verbally 
[Report not entered on the Minutes. | Report adopted. 

Br. Johnson granted leave of absence after also, 
Brs. Flosd, Richards and Reed, (Rochester.) 

Chair announced as special committee on Article XI, and | 
papers of Gray and Dorsey, Reeves, Hamlin, Hanks, Strat- 
ton, Wilsey and Moore. 

Rev. J. Burns, in behalf of Committee on Snerlen? amend- 
F ment to Sec. 3, Art. III., report to amend the Section by 
striking out the word “ financial,” and insert. “local” in its 


place. Adopted. | 
Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Kinney. 
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7, They shall make such reports and give such information to 


the Annual Conferences as shall be thought necessary to promote - 


the general interests, and shall make a full report to the Genera} 
Conference in regard to the several interests under their super- 
vision, to which body they shall be a a for a faithful dis- 


charge of their duties. sa ; 


g. The General Conference may divide the and to 
each a specific field of labor, but if the conference shall not so do, 
they shall make their own division of labor, as uy shall Judge 


most promotive of general good. 


9. The General Conference shall determine the amount of their 
compensation and the manner in which it shall be paid. 


The motion to adopt as a whole, was laid on the table until 
10 o’clock to-morrow. ad) Prayer by 
Rey. Jas. Ross, 


SIXTH Day. 


TUESDAY Mornine, M AY 15, 1866. 


Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rev. S. : 


- Young. Roll called. Minutes of previous session read and 


approved. | 
Rey. Mr. the paper, which 


_ was referred to Committee on Basis of Union, after being 
amended by striking out the last clause having relation to in- 


str ucting the Committee: 


Resolved, That we forbid by disciplinary enactments thé manu- 
facture, purchase, sale, giving, receiving, or use in any way, 0 
fermented or distilled liquors, except for mechanical, chemical, or 
medicinal purposes; nor shall any member grow or dispose of 
any hops, rye, barley, or other crops, for the purpose of supply- 


ing the manufactoriés of fermented or distilled liquors. And that 


we refer this resolution to the Committee on Basis of Union, as the 


sense of this Convention, askin ne 
to the new Discipline. g its eieieeec in due form | 


The lpapieateeon of Rev. Mr, Williams « on appointment of 
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that cruel rebellion that has raged throughout this nation, and 
that peace prevails in all parts of our common country; and we 
most devoutly pray that the officers of our Government, together 
with our national legislators, and all others concerned, may. be 
endowed with the wisdom coming down from above, so as to brin 
to a happy termination all our national difficulties, the rights of 
all be secured, God glorified and the nation saved. eee a 
It was referred to the Committee to whom was committed 
the paper offered by Rey. W. W. Lyle. 
~ Rev. A. Clark also offered a paper on the same topic, as fol- 
Whereas, This Convention was called with instructions todo a | 
specific work, viz: to’ arrange a plan of ecclesiastical union be- 
tween the denominations represented; and 
_. Whereas, We believe that the people represented in this body are 
- willing that all meré social and political questions, with all other 
-non-essentials in faith and practice, shall be left with the individ- 
ual conscience, and the local churches where they may have arisen, 
and to which they properly belong; and | ‘eats | 
Whereas, It has not been thought by the members of this Con- 
vention to be legitimate business to introduce questions that be- 
jong exclusively to individual conscience or national polity ; and 
Whereas, We honestly believe that paper resolutions are not re- 
quired to evidence to the world our loyalty to this best of all Gov- 
ernments beneath the sun; and that we may better express our 
confidence in and subjection to the * powers that be,” by avoiding 
any expression that could be claimed by political parties, and by 
remembering our rulers in prayer before Almighty God, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures; therefore, 
Resolved, That. our unfeigned thanks are due to the Great Ruler 
of the Nation for his deliverance of us as a people from oppression _ 
and war, and that we henceforth strive to live and love as a united 
people, whose interests, aims, duties, and destiny are one and in- 
ivisible; and our prayer to God shall be that the conflicting ele- | 
ments of this Government may be harmonized upon the principles | 


of justice and truth. 
It was referred to the same committee. Uden matt 
’ At the request of Rev. E. A. Brindley, and by leave of Con- 
vention, Dr. Brown: presented the cause and interests of the 
“Soldiers’ Church,” at Wellsburg, West Virginia. He was 
followed by Rev. Brindley in a plea in behalf of the same — 
Rey. G. Clancy spoke to a question of privilege, in relation 
to the vote by ayes and nays taken yesterday, and in regard 
to the organization of the new body. Rev. Mr. Clancy was 
granted leave of absence after the present session. 
Rev. Mr. Hawley proposed the following resolution: — 


Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention it is our 
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38 
Afternoon Session. 


“Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rey. Mr, 
Baker. Minutes of previous session read and approved. 
~ Committee on Basis of Union reported further ; — 


Whereas, This Convention has adopted a Constitution, for the 
Methodist Church, embodying all fundamental principles, 
Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed, to prepare a 
Discipline, embracing all necessary prudential rules, and _ that. 
“gaid Committee report to the General Conference, to be held in 
May, 1867. | 
Resolved, That the several conferences and churches be governed 
by the Disciplines which they have heretofore used, until the Dis- 
cipline provided for by the first resolution shall be adopted. 


The report was taken up seriatim and adopted.” The com-— 


mittee further recommended the following persons to consti- 
‘a : tute the committee ordered in the report. .L. Lee. J. Scott, 
-G. Brown, C. Moore, J. McEldowneyy J.8. Thrap, G. W. 
Bainum, The names were confirmed by the,Convention. 


On motion of Rev. Mr. Williams, Conyention proceeded to 
‘fix the place of holding the General Conference, provided for 
in the Constitution. Cleveland, Ohio, was selécted as the 
seat of the General Conference, winters, 
In behalf of Committee on Basis of Union, Rev. H. B. 
Knight presented the following: 


Resolved, That the action of this Convention be submitted to — 
the Annual Conferences and churches represented therein, for — 
concurrence—to the first at their next sessions, and to the last 
named at their earliest convenience—and such concurrence shall 
| constitute them conferences and churches of “The Methodist 
' Church,” and ni toall the rights provided for in the Consti- 
tution ofthis body. 
_fesolved, That such Annual Conferences as shall concur as pro- 
_ vided for in Resolution 1, of this paper, shall be entitled to repre- 
| sentation in the General Conference to be held in May next, and 
are requested to elect delegates accordingly. . 
Resolved, That the Committee to draft disciplinary provisions, 
applying the Constitution created by this body, be requested to 
proceed at once to their work, and prepare a dratt to send to the 


Annual Conferences and chnrches represented herein, and of their 


The several items were adopted seriatim. 
Rev. Dr. Laishley offered the following paper: 


Resolved, That this Convention her 
devoutly return our thanks to 
has crowned the Union arms, 


>. 


e assembled, do hereby most 
Almighty God, for the success that 
mM crushing and bringing to a close 
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We would affectionately and earnestly advise all our members 
against connecting themselves with secret societies, such as Free 
Masons and Odd Fellows,—although they may appear to be for the 
promotion of good objects—believing that their general tendency 
is evil, and that they are calculated to lead from a dependence upon 
Christ and the Christian religion. 


On motion to refer it to the Committee on Discipline with 
instructions to incorporate it in their report as expressing the 
sense of the Convention, it was moved to amend by return- 
ing the paper to the authors, and finally, the whole matter 
was laid on the table. 


J. Redman was granted leave of absence after the present 
session. 


W. J. Troth was appointed as substitute on Committee on 
Basis of Union, in place of J. Redman. : | 


ss Rey. J. B. Walker made ‘some statements in relation to the 
interests of the Boardof Missions of the M.. P. Church. Ses- 
sion extended twenty minutes. 


The subject of the time of the session of the General Con- 
ference, and other items presented by Dr. Dorsey, were re- 
ferred to a committee of three. 

On motion of Rev. Flood, the vote adopting the Article of 
the Constitution, reported by the Committee on Basis, fixing 
the time of the Session of the General Conference, was re- 
considered, and referred to the above-named committee of 
three 


The vote adopting the resolutions offered by Rev. Knight 
in behalf of Committee on Basis, was reconsidered and cial 
ferred to same committee of three. 


Chair announced as said committee, Dr. Dorsey, J. McEI- 
downey and §. B. Smith. Dr. Dorsey was excused from 
serving on the committee, and Dr. Lee placed in his stead. 


Mr. Sweet was granted leave of absence after the present 
session. | 


Roll called and subscription received for publishing Minutes 
in pamphlet form. | 


Convention adjourned. Pray er by Rev. 8, M. Short. 
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Christian duty to labor to secure are the colored citizens of our Re- 
public pr oe in political as well as civil rights. . | 


Debated by Flood, Mathers, Scott, Stratton, Williams, For- 
rey, Kinney and Burton -—the last moved to lay the mo- 
tion to refer on the table. Lost. Referred. to committee 
having the papers of Lyle, Clark and Laishley, — 

Chair announced special Committee on Article XII, as fol- 
lows: Kinney, Reed, W.C. Clark and 
Searles. 

Fitch Reed from committee on paper, 
Rev. Hamlin substituted in his place. C.Moore added to the 
committee. E. Bibbin, from the Independent Churches, was 
alsoadded. Committee granted leave of absence. 

The committee on Basis of Union made a further report. 
The report was taken up seriatim, and the first three Sections 
of Article — adopted, as follows: 


ART. xii. 


‘Judiciary Principles. 


All offences condemned by the Word of God. as Machu sufficient 
to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace and glory, shall 
subject ministers, preachers, and members to expulsion fr om the | 
church. 
 & For preaching or disseminating unscriptural doctrines, affect- 
ing the essential interests of the Christian system, ministers, 
preachers, and members shall be liable to one and, if in- 
_Corrigible, to expulsion. 

3. No minister or preacher shall be deprived of church privi- 
_leges or ministerial functions without an impartial trial before a 

committee of from three to five ministers or preachers, and right of 
appeal, the preachers to the ensuing Quarterly, and the ministers 
_ to the ensuing Annual Conferencé. 


After some amendments the fourth Section was 8 adopted a8 
follows: 


4. No member shall be deprived of church privileges without an. 
impartial trial. He shall be tried before a committee of three or 


more lay members, but shall have the right of ac ei to the 
Church, whose decision shall be final. 


Rey. Mr. Watson granted leave of after present 
sion. 


Rey. iad presented the following paper: 


“ 
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Dr. Flood offered the following paper as a substitute for 
Dr. Scott's: : 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Colivetilton that the con- 
-scientious views and opinions of Christians who are apposed to 
secret societies should be treated with due respect. : 


Laid on the table. 
Rev. M. B. Wilsey granted leave of absence. 
Committee on . paper, of Lyle, etc., presented the following 


report: | 
Whereas, This Convention was called with instructions to do 
a specific work, namely, to arrange a plan of ecclesiastical re-union 
between the denominations represented; and — 

Whereas, We believe that the people represented in this body | 
are willing that all mere social and political questions, with all 
other non-essentials in faith and practice, shall be left with the in- 
dividual conscience and the local churches where they may have 
arisen, and to which they properly belong; and 

Whereas, It has not been thought, by the of this 
vention, to be legitimate business to introduce questions that be- 
long exclusively to individual conscience or national polity ; and 

Whereas, We honestly believe that paper resolutions are not re- 
quired to evidence to the world our loyalty to this best of all Gov- 
ernments beneath the sun, and that we may better express our 
confidence in and subjection to the “ powers that be,” by avoiding 
any expression that could be claimed by political par ties, and by 
remembering our rulers in prayer before Almighty God, accord- | 
Ing to the Scriptures ; therefore, | 
. Resolved, That our unfeigned thanks are due to the Great Ruler 
of nations for his deliverances to us as a eople from oppression 
and war, and that we henceforth strive to live and love as a united 
people, whose interests, aims. duties, and destiny are one and in- 
divisible; and our prayer to God shall be, that the conflicting ele- 
ments of this Government may be harmonized upon the principle 


of justice and truth, and that we henceforth be : a unite people, 
living under one banner. 


On motion to adopt, Rev. Hawley moved to substitute the 
paper offered by Rev. W. W. Lyle. Debated by Lyle, Mathers, 
C. Springer, Martin, J. J. Smith, (Rochester,) Smith, (Qhio,) 
and Lee. The paper was substituted. 

Rev. Mathers moved to amend by striking out the word 
“vet,” in the last clause. Lost. 

Rev. Z. Ragan moved to amend by tastrting the word 
“representatives” instead of “members,” and the word 
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a SEVENTH DAY. 

Wepyespay, May 16, 1866. 

| Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rey, 

' Martin. Roll called. Minutes of last session read and ap-\ 
‘proved: 


Rev. Mathers presented the following paper: 


Resolved, That with devout gratitude to Almighty God we ree- 
ognize his hand in the destruction of American slavery, and will 
not cease to pray for his divine direction and assistance in all ef- 
forts that are or shall: be made to remedy the evils resulting from 
that “sum of alhvillainies.” 


Resolved, That we recognize the ecclesiastical equality of all 
Christian men (as He hath made of one blood -all nations of man 
to dwell on the face of the earth) as one common brotherhood. 


Referred to committee on Lyle’s paper. _ 
A communication from W. M. Conference of New York, 
was read and referred in course to Committee on Basis. 
The name of Rev. D. Bagley, ministerial delegate elect from 
Oregon, wasenteredontherol. 
Dr. Scott offered the following paper—expressive of the 
views of himself and others: 
Impressed with the importance of the Union of the various 
bodies represented in this Convention, and feeling deeply solicit-. 
ous that every cause of estrangement and alienation, so far as pos- 
sible, may be removed; and believing with the -Apostle that 
though all things may be lawful, yet_all things are not expedient, 
and that “if meat make our brother to offend we will eat no meat 
| while the world standeth,” and further, believing that the con- 
nection of our brethren with secret societies is a cause of offense — 
to many persons, therefore 
Resolved, That while we recognize the right of private | judg- 
ment in matters of religion and duty, we nevertheless feel dis-— 
: posed to treat with due respect: the ‘sentiments of those who are 


opposed to secret associations, and therefore, most respectfully 


counsel our brethren, in view of the above facts, to refrain from 
connecting themselves with such associations. 


Dr. Scott spoke to a question of privilege, concerning ap- 
pointment of committees, 
Prof. McEldowney moved that the communication of Rev. 

. Kinney of yesterday, be taken from the table, and together 


with that of Dr. Scott, be referred to the Committee on Basis 
of Union. Carried. 
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Dr. Flood offered the following —— as a substitute for 
Dr. 


Resolved, That it is the sense of as Gaalesdion that the con- 


scientious views. and opinions of Christians who are to 
secret societies should be treated with due respect. . 


Rev. M. B. Wilsey oranted leave of LC 


Committee on ‘paper of Lyle, etc., presented the following 


report: 
Whereas, This Convention was. sailed: with instructions to do 


a specific work, namely, to arrange a plan of ecclesiastical re-union. 


between the denominations represented ; and | 

Whereas, We believe that the people represented in this body 
are willing that all mere social and political questions, with all 
other non-essentials in faith and practice, shall be left with the in- 
dividual conscience and the local churches where they may have 
arisen, and to which they properly belong; and 

Whereas, It has not been thought, by the members of. this Cola 
vention, to be legitimate business to introduce questions that. be- 
long exclusively to individual conscience or national polity ; and | 

Whereas, We honestly believe that paper resolutions are not re- 
quired to evidence to the world our. loyalty to this best of all Gov- 
-ernments beneath the sun, and that we may better express our 
confidence in and subjection to the “powers that be,” by avoiding 
any expression that could be claimed by political par ties, and by 
Temembering our rulers in prayer before Al 
ing to the Scriptures; therefore, 

Resolved, That our unfeigned thanks vé due to the Great Ruler 
of nations for his deliveranees to us as a people from oppression 
and war, and that we henceforth strive to live and love as a united 


people, whose interests, aims. duties, and destiny are one and in- 
divisible; and our prayer to God shall be, that the conflicting ele- 


ments of this Government may be harmonized upon the preinle | 


of justice and truth, and that we henceforth be : a unite 
living under one banner. 


On motion to adopt, Rev. Hawley moved to substitute the 
paper offered by Rev. W. W. Lyle. Debated by Lyle, Mathers, 
C, Springer, Martin, J. J. Smith, (Rochester,) Smith, LOpAe,) 
and Lee. The paper was substituted. 

Rev. Mathers moved to amend by striking out the word 
“vet,” in the last clause. Lost. | 

Rev. Z. Ragan moved to amend by taadeting the word 
“ representatives” instead of “members,” and the word 


people, 


ehty God, 
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SEVENTH DAY. 
Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rev. 
Martin. Roll called. Minutes of last session read and ap- 
- Rev. Mathers presented the following paper: 


Resolved, That with devout gratitude to Almighty God we ree- 
ognize his hand in the destruction of American slavery, and will 
not cease to pray for his divine direction and assistance in all ef- 
forts that are or shall be made to remedy the evils resulting from 
that “sum of all villainies.” 
Resolved, That we recognize the ecclesiastical equality of all 
Christian men (as He hath made of one blood all nations of man 
to dwell on the face of the earth) as one common brotherhood. 


Referred to committee on Lyle’s paper. 
- A communication from W. M. Conference of New York, 
was read and referred in course to Committee on Basis. 
The name of Rev. D. Bagley, ministerial delegate elect from 
Oregon, was entered on the roll. . Sea 
_ Dr. Scott offered the following paper—expressive of the 
views of himself and others: 
Impressed with the importance of the Union of the various 
bodies represented in this Convention, and feeling deeply solicit- 
- ous that every cause of estrangement and alienation, so far as pos- 
sible, may be removed ; and believing with the Apostle that 
though all things may be lawful, yet all things are not expedient, 
and that “if meat make our brother to offend we will eat no meat 
_ while the world standeth,” and further, believing that the con- 
nection of our brethren with secret societies is a cause of offense 


to many persons, therefore ire 


- £esolved, That while we recognize the right of private judg- 
ment in matters of religion and duty, we nevertheless feel dis- 
posed to treat with due respect’ the sentiments of those who are 
opposed to secret associations, and therefore, most respectfully 
counsel our brethren, in view of the above facts, to refrain from 

connecting themselves with such associations. 


Dr. Scott spoke to a question of privilege, concerning ap- 

pointment of committees. 
Prof. McEldowney moved that the communication of Rev. 

» Kinney of yesterday, be taken from the table, and together 


with that of Dr. Scott, be referred to the Committee on Basis 
of Union. Carried. 
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the above recommendations constitute the. first General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church. | 


6. That the Constitution adopted by this Convention: be siti 
ote to the churches at the earliest convenience, and to the An- 


nual Conferences at their next sessions; and their concurrence shall 
constitute them members of this body. 


Report taken up serzatim. Sections 1, 2 anid 3 adopted. On 
the passage of Section 4, Rev. Young moved to amend by 


substituting 500 for 50, provided such church | or churches are. 


‘represented in this Convention. 


Rev. Jno. Burns moved to lay the amendment on the table. 
Carried. | 

Rev. Flood moved to lay seen on the table. Lost. 
Section then adopted. Sections 5 and 6 adopted. 

On motion of Prof. “yf McEldowney, the time of the first 
General Conference of the Methodist Church, was fixed for 
the third Wednesday of May, 1867, and Ae place at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


Committee on Basis of Union presented the following Te- 
port which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the committee of seven hateloire provided for 
to draft a Discipline for the united body, be also a committee to 


edit the action of this Convention im the matter of a Constitu- oe 


tion. 


The following preamble and resolutions were also presented 


aud adopted : 


Whereas, There are brethren with the bodies. 


connetiial in this Union who are opposed to secret societies on 
principle, and desire action on that subject; and 
Whereas, This Convention has left all moral questions with 


the local churches, recognizing their right to Gondhatine their own 


tests of membership ; therefore, | 


Resolved, That we do not deem it necessary to fisorporaté any- 


thing on this subject in the Constitution and Discipline. — 
Resolved, That the Committee on Discipline be and is hereby 
instructed to publish the Discipline in our periodicals prior to the 
assembling of our various Annual Conferences. — 


The paper presented by Rev. L. C. Matlack was taken fr om 
the table. 

The Committee on of offered the following as 
a substitute. 
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“churches” in place of “convention,” in the last clauso but 
one. Carried. Session extended until the close of the pres. 
ent discussion. Debate continued by Moore, Flood, Mck)- 
downey, Short, Burns and Lucas. A call for the ayes ang 


: nays was made and sustained. The roll being called, the vote 


resulted ayes, 8l—nays, 4. Conon adjourned. Prayer 


™ Rev. T. B. Graham. 


Mr. 8. Rodman offered the following: 
Resolved, That the bodies herein represented consider the Union 


: complete now and forever—amen! And on returning to our con- — 


stituents will do all we can to harmonize their views in accordance 
with the action of this Convention. 


Afternoon Session. — 


Convention met. Religious services conducted by Rev. 
Mathers. Minutes of last session read and approved. Rev. 
McEldowney obtained leave of absence after present session. 

Committee to whom was referred the subject of the time 


of General Conference and other seins, presented the follow- 


The committee to whom was referred the t time and other matter 


| ; pertaining to the first Gener al Conference beg leave to report as 
follows: 


1. We recommend no dhange } in the time. 

2. We recommend that the Annual Conferences of the Meth- ) 
odist Protestant Church elect delegates to the first General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church, at their regular sessions, on the 
basis of the new Constitution. . 

3. That the Wesleyan Annual at their next ses- 
sions take the following action: 

(1.) That they take measures to call their i emul Conference 
at the same time and me as the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Church. 


(2.) That they at the same time elect so many of their delegates 


1 to the General Conference of the Methodist actuals as they shall be 


entitled to by the new Constitution. 
4. That each Independent Church of fifty or more members be 


¥ allowed one ministerial and one lay delegate in the first coe 
Conference. 


5. That the en who shall be attested i in -avcontaii¢e with 
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Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be ten 
those families who have so kindly entertained its mpetabers Aust 
the present session, and to the officers and congregation of Union 
Chapel, for their kindness in lending the use of their house of wor- 

ship for the accommodation of the sessions of this body. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the 
pastors of Union Chapel, Sixth St. M. P. Church, George St. M. P. 


Church, and the Third M. P. Church, of this city, for their kind 
attentions and exertions 1n provision for the accommoda-— 


tion of the members of this body during thesession. _ 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to 


the numerous pastors of the various churches of this city, for their 


Christian courtesy in offering their churches and pulpits for the 
occupancy of the ministers connected with this body, and the in- 
terest they have shown in its proceedings during the session. 
Rev. J. McEldowney offered the following: 
Whereas, This Convention has been addressed by a member of 
the Primitive Methodist Conference on the subject of the Basis of 


Resolved, That delegates from the Primitive Methodist Church - 
shall be eligible to membership in the First General Conference of 


- that body, on the same ratio of representation as allotted to the 
Methodist Protestant Church or Wesleyan Methodist Connection. 
Resolved, That delegates from the Conference of the Free Meth- 

odist Church, or any other like body, shall also be eligible to mem- 

bership in the First General Conference of this body, on a like ra- 


Rev. J. Burns moved to amend by adding “provided, that 
such-bodies shall have adopted the Constitution agreed upon 
by this body.” 

Adopted. Paper adopted as amended. ee 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be tendered to the 


2 lady who so generously contributed the sum of $20, toward the in- 
cidental expenses of the Conventlon. ‘Adopted. 


Dr. Lee tendered his resignation as member of the commit- 
tee to prepare an Address to the Churches—not accepted. 
‘Rev. Z. Ragan moved that. the Chairman of this Conven- 
tion, Dr. Scott and Mr. Searles be appointed a committee for 
the purpose of addressing the Bishops of the M. E. Church in 
relation to their courteous invitation to participate in the 
Centenary Celebration. Adopted. 


Committee to whom was referred Article 12, presented a 


majority report. | 
On motion of Dr. Flood the paper was laid on the table. 
The committee presented: a minority report, as follows, 
which was adopted. 
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Resolved, ' That the invitation of the last General Conference of 
the Methodist Fpecie Church, asking the co-operation of the 
other branches of the Methodist family in the centenary celebra- 
tion, which has been so courteously extended. officially, by the 
Central Centennial Committee, and the expression ot the Bishops 
of said church, in their Erie Resolutions, in favor of a genera} 
Methodist Union, are recognized as an initiative movément Which 


‘may be properly indorsed in this Convention. | 
Resolved, That this Convention recommend tothe favorable 
consideration of the first General Conference of the Methodist — 
Church the subject of the unity of all Methodist bodies in sympa- 
Resolved, That this Convention further recommend to the con- 
sideration of the first General Cohference of the united body the 
propriety of appointing a fraternal delegation to attend the next 
sessions of the General and Annual Conferences of the Primitive 
Methodists, the United Brethren, and Evangelical Association 
- churches, or the appointment of commissioners from the afore- 
named bodies, to confer on the subject of a still closer union with 
them; also such other churches as are affiliated with us in doctrine | 
and usages, or which desire tobecomeso. —|’ 


On motion the paper of the committee was substituted for 
Paper taken up serzatim. On the first resolution being 
brought before the Convention,the debate was participated 
in by Brown, Poe and Matlack. eg ge 
Rey. Z. Ragan presented the following paper, as a substi- 
tute for the first resolution: © i 


Resolved, That the invitation of the General Conference of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church, asking the co-operation of other 


-byvanches of the Methodist family in the Centenary celebration, 
which has been so courteously extended, officially, by the Central 
Centennial Committee, and the expression by the Bishove of said 
church, in their Erie Resolutions, contain suggesstions which may 
be favorably responded to by this Union Convention. 


Debate continued by Martin, Cooley, Burton, Flood, Lee, 
Springer and Kost. The paper was substituted and adopted. 
The 2d and 3d items adopted. 


_ Rev. C. Moore offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : | 


Resolved, That ourthanks are due, and they are hereby most 
cordially tendered, to our esteemed President, Rev. S. A. Baker, 
for the able and impartial manner in which he has presided over 
our deliberations during the sessions of this Convention. And 
that we also present our thanks to the Secretaries of the Conven- 


tion, Rev. John McEldowney and Prof. McElroy, for the prompt 
and faithful discharge of their arduous duties. 


Rev. A. H. Bassett offered the following resolutions : 
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Snare farther business, it. was moved that. the 
Convention adj ourn. 


President Baker, in rising to put the 2 motion of adj ournment, 
sine die, said : 


Permit the Chair to say that I fully ¢ appreciate the expression of 
your kindly sentiments.expressed with regard to the duties of the 


Chair. I responded to your call with unaffected distrust in my > 
fitness for the office. I shall never cease to cherish for the mem-_ 
pers of this whole Convention the kindest. regards for their court- 

esy, forbearance, and generous disposition toward each other and 
toward myself in my difficult and trying duties, which were oreat- 

- ly relieved by your Christian forbearance, And, personally, I 
shall cherish your names as as for your 


tions and kind regards. 


You have been engaged | in a moat taiportant ‘ind ‘radical work; 


you have been laying the foundation of a superstructure that stall 


stand foremost in the spread of the Gospel and the union of be- 
lievers in Christ; a work which represents a soul-thought, fore- 


most and warmest and deepest in the Christian heart, as expressed 
this day by the American people. I trust we shall go to our homes 
satisfied, and as time moves on, and the more we shall recur tothe 
deliberations of this meeting, the more occasion we shall have to 


feel gratified that in God’s providence we were permitted. to be- 
come component parts of this convention, and the more fully ap- 
preciate the greatness of the work accomplished for the growth 
and prosperity of Methodism in the land: We are now to part, 


never to meet again on earth. ‘Many of these venerable fathers, . 
ere the General ‘Conference shall convene. will haye gone to their 


betterhome. God grant to each a peaceful hour in which to de- 


part, and gather us all into that glorious union on the other shore, 
where all shall be one. May the blessing of God attend each of 


you, and rest upon the Churches you: represent. c 


The Convention then adj ourned sine die, after; which all 
‘united in singing two verses of the hymn— 


let our hodias: part, 
different climes repair 


and united | in prayer with Rev. Dr. Brown. 
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The shall elect by ballot three Boards of not 
less than five members each, to be known as follows: 


1, Boarp or Pusrication.—This Board, in connection with the 

Book Agents and Publishers, shall manage and conduct all the 
publishing interests of the Church, under the direction of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 


2. BOARD OF Missi0ns.—This Board shall have charge of and 
conduct the missionary interests of the Church, and shall have a 
_ Corresponding Secretary, elected by the General Conference, who 

shall represent to the various Annual Conferences and the 
Churches, the condition and claims of the missionary work. 


3. Boarp or Epucation.—This Board shall have under its con- 
trol and management the educational interests of the Church, and 
shall see that the instructions given from time to time by the Gen- 
eral Conference relative to securing funds for educational pur- 
poses, or for the general efficiency and success of the institutions 
of learning belonging to the Church be carried out. Tothis Board 
shall be presented the claims of pious young men in indigent cir- 
cumstances, who wish to prepare for the ministry; and it shall be 
the duty of the Board to assist, as far as practicable, in securing 


aid as the nature of the case may demand. 
Each of the before mentioned Boards shall have power to fill 


any vacancy which may occur within itself duiing the intervals 
of the General Conference. 


Rev. Z. Ragan moved that the committee on Address to the 
Churches represented in this Convention, be instructed to 


perfect their report and publish it 3 in the Church periodicals. 
Adopted. 


Rev. Smith (Troy, 0.) moved that the vote adopting the 
minority report, be reconsidered. Adopted. 


On motion of Prof. McEldowney, the paper was | referred 
to the committee on Discipline. — 


_ The resolution offered this morning by Mr. Rodnian, was 
taken from the table and adopted. | 
Prof. McEldowney moved that in event of the contem- 
templated General Conference of the Methodist Church, not 
being able to meet in Cleveland, the President and Secretaries 


of this Convention be authorized to select a place of mecting, 
giving ee months notice. 


Art. XII. 
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Quarterly Conferences. 


Szc. 1. There shall be a quarterly conference in each pastoral. 
charge, composed of all the ministers, pastors; exhorters, stew- 
ards, leaders, trustees and superintendents of Sabbath-schools, who. 
are members of the church, belonging to the charge, which shall 
hold four sessions each year, provided, that the pastor or a quo- 
rum of the quarterly conference, shall have i SaIeg to alt: 
special meetings when deemed necessary. | 


Sec.2. Each quarterly conference shalt auth rity t to ex- 
amine into the official character of all its mémbers, andto admon- 
sh or reprove them, as occasion may require ; to grant to persons 
properly qualified and recommended by the church of which the 
applicants are members, license to exhort and to preach, and renew 
their licenses annually; to admit ministers and preachers coming 
from any other church; to recommend ministers and preachers to 
the Annual Conféretice for pastoral work and for ordination; 
provided, nevertheless, that no person be licensed to preach until 
he shall have been first examined and recommended by a com- 
mittee of five, composed of ministers and ee chosen sie the 
quarterly’ conference. 


Annuat Conferences. 


Sze. 1, ‘There shall be held, annually, within the limits of aah | 
district, a Conference, composed of. all the ministers laboring. un- 
der its direction, and of one delegate from each circuit, station and : 
mission, for each of its ministers belonging to the Conference; 
provided, however, that each circuit, station and mission, shall 
have at least one delegate. Each Annual Conference shall regu-— 
late the manner of elections in its own district; provided, how-. 
ever, that the election of delegates to the first Annual Conference 
under this Constitution, shall be according to such regulations. 
as may be adopted for that purpose, by the quarterly cece 
of the respectivé circuits, stations and missions. 


2. Each Annual Conference shall have to elect 
m:) ‘President, annually ; : to examine into the official conduct of all its 
members; to receive by vote, such ministers and preachers into 
the Conference as come properly recommended, and who can be ef- 
ficiently employed as pastors or missionaries; to elect to orders ' 
those who are “oe and competent to the pasvaral ¢ office; to hear 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I. 


“The: name ‘of ‘this religious body shall, be’ THE Mernovisr 
CHURCH. 


of 


‘Suc. ‘The conditions required of those who for 
' probationary membership i ina church are, a desire to flee from 
the wrath to come and be saved by grace through faith in our - 
Lord Jesus Christ, with an avowed determination to walk i in all 
the commandments of God blameless. 

Src. 2. The churches shall have power to. receive mem- 
| bers, on profession of faith or on certificate of good standing 
jin any other Christian Church, provided they are satisfied 
with the Christian experience of the candidates. 4 | 


Reception of Churches, etc. 


Src. church agreeing to conform our Consti- | 
tution, Book of Discipline, and Means of Grace, may, on ap- 
plication to the President of a Yearly Conference, to the Pas- 
tor of a Church, or toa Quarterly be. received ag 
a member of this body. 


Src. 2. Each church shall have the right to hold and con- 


trol its own property’ and ‘manage its own local, in- 


dependent of all associated relations or bodies. 
3; It is expected of all churches, as a condition of re- 
‘maining connected with the general body, that they continue 


_~to conform to this Constitution, and the essential regulations . 
contained 1 in the Book of 


Arr. 


“Division of 


1. ‘The territory embraced by this Religious shall be 

- divided into Districts of convenient size and form; such division 
to be subject to any changes which the General Conference may 
from time to time deem necessary. : 


Src. 2. Each District shall be divided into Circuits Stations 
and Missions. 
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53 
majority the representatives in. attendance shall a 
quorum. | 
but if, upon the final passage of any question, it be required by 
three members, the ministers and laymen shall vote separately ; 
and the concurrence of a majority of both classes of representa- 
tives shall be necessary,to constitute a vote of the Conference. A 
similar regulation shall be observed by the Annual Conferences, 
Src.6. The General Conference shall have authority to make 
rules and regulations for managing all the general interests of the 
body, in accordance with the elementary principles and the pro- 
visions of this constitution. | | 
Sec. 7. To determine the ratio of representation its own body. 
Sec. 8. To define the boundaries of Annual Conference districts ; 
provided, however, that. the Annual Conferences of any two or 
- more districts shall have power, by mutual agreement, to alter 
their respective adjoining boundaries, or to set off a new district; 
but every alteration made in the boundaries of districts shall be 
reported to the ensuing General Conference, subject to its action. 
Sec. 9. The General Conference shall make no rule in violation 
of the Law of God, or which shall conflict with any of the Ele- 


mentary Principles of this Constitution; or which shall infringe _ 


the liberty of speech, or of the press ; ‘Or constitute any order 
of ministers higher than Elders, or which shall old aad the main- | 
tenance of an itinerant ministry. hy 


ART VIII. 
Orricers. 


Presidents of Annual Conferences. 


“i “The President. of each Annual Conference. shall. be 
elected by ballot, a majority of votes cast being necessary to a 
choice, and shall be amenable to that body for his official conduct. 


Src. 2. It shall be the duty of the President of an ‘Annual Con- 
ference to preside in all meetings of that body; ‘and, with the as- 
sistance of two or more elders, to ordain such persons as shall 
be elected to orders; travel through t#the district—if it be 
required by the Conference,—-and, inAhe recess of Conference, 
with the assistance of two or more Elders, to ordain those per- 
sons who shall have been elected to orders, and were not pre- 
sent. at Conference; to em ploy such ministers, preachers, and 
missionaries as are duly recommended, and to make such changes 
of preachers as may be necessary, provided the consent of the 
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and decide on appeals; to define and regulate the boundaries of 
circuits and stations; and to exercise a general supervision over 
the pastors and churches, in the follown g manner and to the fol- 
lowing extent: 


~All. ministers and licentiates, are under ‘the 
directions of the Conference, shall be at liberty to enter into en- 
gagements to serve any pastoral charge for one year from the next 
session of the Conference; and it shall be the duty of all ministers | 
\and licentiates and churches having entered into such arrange-~ 
ments, to report the same to the Conference, at its next session, 


Src. 3. - Each Annual Conference shall also have authority to 
perform any other duties which the General Conference may pre- 
scribe; and to make such rules and regulations as the peculiarities, 

of the district may require; provided,. however, that no rule or — 
. Yregulation may be made inconsistent with this constitution; and | 
- provided furthermore, that the General Conference shall have 


power to annul any rule or regulation which that ome may deem 
‘unconstitutional. \ 
Arr. Vil. 


Generat 


Sao. 1. ‘There shall be a General Conference of this bade: held 
',on the third Wednesday of May, 1867, at Cleveland, Ohio, and on | 


-the third Wednesday of May every fourth year thereafter, at such 
_ place as shall be determined on by the Conference. : 


2. The General Conference shall consist of an num- 
| ber of ministers and laymen. The ratio of representation from 
each Annual Conference district shall be one minister and. one 
layman for every 1,000 persons in full membership ; provided, 
however, that every Annual Conference district that may not have 
1,000 members shall be entitled to two representatives,—one minis- 
ter-and one layman,— until a shall ‘be by the 
General Conference. 

‘Sxrc.3. The to which each Conference 
district shall be entitled, shail be elected at the time and place of 
holding the Annual Conference of said district next preceding the 
sitting of the General Contareries by seltacy ballot of ministers and 
laymen. 

Sec. 4. The General shal) elect by ballot, President 
:to preside. over its deliberations, and one or more Secretaries, to 

Serve during the sitting of the Conference, who shall keep a faith- 
‘ful record of its proceedings; judge of election returns and quali- 
fications of its own members, and form its own rules of order. A 
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assigned them i in this Constitution, their power shall o cease ; and. no | 


other Judiciary shall be created until after the session of the suc- 
ceeding General Conference. 


ART, Xz 


Spectat Call of the General Confereiice. 


Sxc. 1. “Two-thirds of the wholé number of the Annual Con- 
ferences shall have power ‘to call. special meetings: of the. General 
Conference. 


Sec. 2. When it shall have ascertained ‘chat two-thirds 


the Annual Conferences have decided in favor of such call, it shall 


be the duty of the Presidents, or a maj jority of them, forthwith to 


~ designate the time and place of holding the same, and to give due 
notice to all the and missions. 


"Provisions Sor Altering the Constitution. 
Src. 1. The General Conference shall have power to annul any 


part of this Constitution, except the second and twelfth articles, and 
section nine of article seven, by making such alterations or ad- 


ditions as may be recommended ‘in writing by two-thirds of the . 


whole number of the Annual Conterences next preceding the sit- 
ting of the General Conference. 4: 

Src. 2. The second and twelfth articles, and the ninth sili of 
article seven of this Constitution, shall be unalterable, except by a 


General Convention called for the special purpose by two-thirds 
of the whole number of the Annual Conferences next preceding 


the General Conference, which convention, and all other conven- 
tions of this church, shall be constituted and elected in the same 


manner and ratio as prescribed for the General Conference. - When 


_ a General Convention is called by the Annual Conferences, it shall 
supercede the assembling of the General Conference for that pe- 
riod, and shall have power to discharge all the duties of that body 
in addition to the particular obj ect for which the convention shall 


have been assembled. 
“Arr. XII. 


‘Judiciary Principles. 


All ‘itabess condemned by the Word of God as being sufficient 


to exclude.a person from the kingdom of grace and glory, shall 
subject ministers, preachers, and members to expulsion from the 
church, 
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| preachers. and their charges be first: obtained ; and to perform 
such other duties as may be required by his Annual Conference, 


Pas tors. 


‘The or preacher having charge of a circuit, or 
Inission, shall be styled me aeons ane his assistant the Associate 


Pastor. 
All ministers and under. the direction. of the Confer- 


ence shall be amenable to that body, and all others shall be amena- 
ble to Quarterly Conferences to which 


Class Leaders. 


Class ‘Leaders shall be elected annually by their, respective 


Conference Stewards. 


“The Conference Stewards shall be elected annually by the Yearly 


Conferences, and discharge such duties as wean ah be assigned them 
by the Discipline. 


Station and Circuit Stewards. 


The Station, Circuit and Mission Stewards shall be aiacted annu- 
ally ; ; in the stations, by the members, includin, g ministers and 
-preachers and in the circuits and missions. by the Quarterly Con- 
ferences; but every member present, if 18 years of age, shall be 
‘permitted to vote in the election of. Stewards. | _ The number. of 


stewards for-each circuit, ‘station or - mission, to be not less than 
three, nor more than seven.’ : 


Ix. 


General Judiciary. 


Src. 1. Whenever a maj jority of ali the. Annual Conferences 
shall officially call for a judicial decisiou on any rule or act of the 
_ General Conference, it shall be the duty of each and every Annual | 
-, Conference to appoint, at its next session, one judicial delegate. 

‘The delegates thus chosen shall assemble at the place where the 
General Conference held its last session, on the s000ne Tuesday in 
following their appointment. 

SEC. 2. A majority of the delegates ; shall constitute a quorum; ; 
and if two-thirds of all present judge said rule or act of the Gen- 
eral Conference unconstitutional, they. shall have power to declare 
the same null.and 

SEC. 3. Every decision of ae J udiciary shall be j in » writing and 
shall be published in the periodical or periodicals Pelonging to 
this body. After the J NnAelary shall have performed the duties 
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PUBLISHERS, BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS, 


117 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, O., 


- Announce to their friends and the public, that they have now 
ready | an entirely new stock of 


BOOKS STATIONERY, 


of every sities kind, which bins been purchased since the de- 
struction of their stock by the burning of Pike’s Opera House, and — 
which is frésh from the maker’ s hands. Attention is called to our 
fine assortment of | 


- BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, & HYMN BOOKS, 


of all sizes and in all styles of binding. We keep dadecaly on 
hand Reticrous Works of all denominations, and will at all times 
er any work ordered. We also keep a full line of 


SCHOOL BOOKS OF EVERY KIND USED IN THE WEST, 


Law Books, Medical Books, Scientific 
Books, Theological Books, Agricultural - 

Books, and all Varieties of Miscellaneous Books, 
including Histories, Biographies, Travels, Novels, | 
and Dllustrated Works; Photograph Albums and Cards, 
Plain and Fancy Letter and Note Paper, Foreign and Domes- 
tic Stationery, Foolscap and Flatcap Paper, Gold Pens, Ink- 

_ gtands, Steel and Quill Pens, Lead Pencils, Paper Cut- | 

ters, Paper Weights, Portfolios, Cribbage Boards, — 
Chess Boards, Pocket Books, Card Cases, 
| Diaries, Memorandum and Scrap Books. 
R.W. CARROLL & Co. have recently issued, in an elegant, small 
quarto volume, illustrated with a portrait of the author, 


RECOLLECTIONS OF Iv INERANT Lire, 


by Rev. George Brown, D. D., which is sold exclusively by minis- 
terial agents; full information of which can be obtained on appli- 
cation. Price $2,50 per copy. | 

Books sent by mail, postage paid, on 1 receipt of price. 


R. W. CARROLL & CO., 
117 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, O. 
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2. For preachin; or disseminating doctrines, affect. 
ing the essential interests of the Christian system, minis 
preachers, and members shall be liable to admonition, and, if in- 
corrigible, to expulsion. 

3. No minister or preacher shall be deprived of church privi- 
leges or ministerial functions without an impartial trial before a. 
committee of from three to five ministers or preachers, and right of 
appeal, the pr eachers to the ensuing Quarterly, and the ministers 
to the ensuing Annual Conference. 

4, No member shall be deprived of church privileges without an. 
impartial trial. He shall be tried before a committee of three or 
more lay members, but shall have the Tight of appeal to the 
Church, whose decision | shall be final. oo 


Norr.—The to the seventh elementary princi- 
ple, on page 22, was inserted in its abbreviated form as found 
in the Minutes; another paper. was subsequently found in 
which it was given entire as it appears 1 in the revised Consti- 


In Art. XI., See. 1, page 34, ‘under for 
ing the Constitution,” the word “ninth” was evidently i in- 


serted by mistake for twelfth. Itis so > speeecine:! se the Con- 


stitution. - / 


Art. XII, as proposed by the Cioiniitites on Basis of 
Union, was not adopted, so that what appears in the Minutes 


as Art. XIII, is really Art. XIL of the ene as 
adopted. | 


What appears on page 21 as Sections 3 4 and 5, shouid have 
been Art. III., Sections 1, 2 and 3. How the error it 
is not necessary to explain. | 


The above errors-were not discovered until deter the Min- 
utes had been worked off, or else the corrections would have 
been made in the proper places. ‘We note them here to ac- 
count for the changes which appear in these particulars in 
the Constitution as edited by the undersighed sub-committee. 
The Publishing Committee did the best they could with the » 
materials placed in their hands. 


~GEo. Brown, 


J. 8. THRAP, Committee. 
Scort, 
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‘ NEW VOLUME—PROSPECTUS OF VOL. IV. 


The Theological Eclectic. 


A Repertory. chiefly of Foreign Theological Literature. —J aly 
1866 to July, 1867. Price $3 per Year, invariably in advance. 


MOORE, WILSTACH & BALDWIN, 


PU B LISH E RS, 
60 WALKER Sr. New York, 25 West Sr. CINCINNATI, O., 


Having become the proprietors of the THEOLOGICAL ECLECTIC, and — 
with the view of securing more fully the end for which the: Helec- 
tic was established, and giving to it increased value in the special — 
field which it occupies, propose some changes: 

The Eclectic will be enlarged to double its present size, and be 
published on the first day of every other month, on fine paper, 
and in the best style of typography. Each number will contain 
at least 100 large octavo pages, and the issues will be enlarged as 
fast. as the dimished cost will warrant. The subscription price 
will be $3, in advance, and the first number will appear in the be- 
ginning of July.. | 

The Editorial Department will, as. heretofore, be in charge -of 
Prof Gzorcs E. Day, now of Yale Theological Seminary; but he © 
will have the able co-operation and active assistance of an associa- 
tion of Christian Scholars of various denominations, consisting of 
Prof. Philip Schaff. N. Y. City; Prof. H. B. Hackett, Newton, — 
-Mass.; Prof. John McClintock, New Brunswick, N. J.; Prof. Wm. 
H. Grden, Princeton, N. J.; Prof. C.M. Butler, Philadelphia; Prof. 
L. J. Evans, Cincinnati: “Each of these gentlemen is responsible 
for a given number of pages, and it will be their aim to present to 
ministers and intelligent laymen the most impertant papers ‘pub- 
lished in foreign languages abroad, as well as those published in 
Britain, which otherwise would not be reached by American schol- 
ars and readers. | 

[38" Subscribers ror give their post-office address in full, 
Town, County and State. Those in the Eastern States may write to 
Moorr, & BAaLpwin, 60 Walker St., N. Y., and those in 

the Western States may address the firm at Ciopinnall, | 
_ Any person remitting $15, with the names of five new subscrib- 
ers for one year, will receive a complete set of the back volumes. 

The back volumes will also be sent to any one remitting $25, and 
ten new names as snbscribers for one year.—For $40 the work will 
be sent to twenty new subscribers for a year. 

MOORE, WILSTACH & BALDWIN, 
2% West 4th St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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WESTERN 


FOR THE SALE OF THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE 


AMERICAN 


= 


The undersigned would call the attention of Sabbath Schools to. 
his very — and well selected stock of 


Courpsising the publications of all the Sunday School Societies 
and Publishers. 


Special attention given to the selection of 
Also for sale all the popular 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS 
Published by Bradbury, Waters, Phillips, etc. _ 


Address @EO, CROSBY, 


No. 41 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, O 
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SABBATH SOHOOL PROTESTANT: 
JOURNAL FOR CHIEDREN, 


DEVOTED TO. THE INTERESTS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS 


TERM S—Invariably in Advance: 
1 Copy One Year, - 40cts.| 20 Copies One Year, 


 $8,00 

3 Copies one year, -$1,15 | 30Copiesone year, - 9,50 
5 Copies one year, - 1. ‘90 40 Copies one year, - 11,60 
10 Copies one year, - 3,75 | 50Copiesoneyear, - 14,00 
20 Copies one year, - 7,00 {100 Copiesoneyeor, - 24,00 


It is issued Semi-Monthly. at the office of the W.-M. PROTESTANT, 
Springfield, Ohio. J Agent. 


. 
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ODIST PROTESTANT: 


£ 


WESTERN 


A RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL, 


DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THE M. P. CHURCH. 


Terms,inAdvance,, - = '$2,00 
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This Institution of the Church is located in Adrian, Michigan, a 

 peautiful and healthy city, easy of access from all points. : 
CORPS OF INSTRUCTORS. | 

‘The present Faculty consists-of twelve Professors and Teachers, 


which secures thorough instruction to the pupils in every depart- 
ment of study. | 


COURSES OF INSTRUCTION. 
The Courses of Study are very full, embracing a Classical and 


‘Scientific Course, and students, according to their own election, 
may graduate in either. 


COLLEGE CABINET. 


_ The Cabinet of Adrian College is one of the finest in the West. 


EDUCATION OF THE SEXES. 
In this Institution the Sexes are educated together. 
THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


There is a Theological Department in the College, embracing a 
three years’ course, with competent Professors, where young men 
preparing for the ministry, may receive ample instruction. 


For full particulars, address Rev. John McEldowney, A. M., 
President of the Faculty, orp Rev. Luther Lee, D. D. President 
Board of Trustees, Adrian, Michigan. 
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Booksellers, Publishers, 


‘STATIONERS, PRINTERS, BINDERS, AND 


BOOK 


43 MAINSTREET; + CINCINNATI, 0, 
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CONFERENCES. 


The General Conference of the METHODIST PROTESTANT 
CHURCH will meet in Allegheny City, Pa., on the second Wednes- 
day (12th) of November, 1866. 


The first General Conference of the METHODIST CHURCH 
will meet in the city Cleveland, Ohio, on the third Wednesday of 
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